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| that the APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
putrid fe- By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
sufficient Samuel H. Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, to be as- 
onto sistant quartermaster, with the rank of captain. 
mY John W. Shugart, of Pennsylvania, to be assistant 
ie missary, with the rank of captain. scription of force.” 

im, en cvernen’ 4 S. Muhlenburg, of Pennsylvania, to be 
hen i on. 

iia a Dock, of Pennsylvania, to be assistant sur- 
red health 


mn. 
Samuel McGowan, of S. Carolina, to be assistant 
quartermaster, with the rank of captain. 


vith fevers 
eir respec. 


a militia James D. Blaiding, of S. Carolina, to be assistant 
s the first commissary, with the rank of captain. 

ing several James Davis, of S. Carolina, to be surgeon. 

b fever was Elbert Bland, of S. C., to be assistant surgeon. 
_cevogadle: Robert P. Flenniken, of Pennsylvania, to be Charge 
many Cases ; : 

+ his return Affairs of the United States, near the government 
of Denmark, in the place of Wm. W. Irvin, at his 
3 of waist. Mow request, recalled. 


Burrill B. Taylor, of Ohio, to be consul of the U. 
States, for the port of Buenos Ayres, in the place of 
James H. Tate, resigned. 

Wm. G. Moorehead, of Ohio, to be consul of the 
U.S., for the port of Valparaiso, in the place of Eb- 

:R. Dorr, recalled. 

P.§. Loughborough, to be Attorney of the U. S., 
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ears of age or the district of Kentucky, from and after the 2dday 
Perhaps ni of February next, when his present commission will 
e more heal- pxpire. 


Duncan K. McRae, to be Attorney of the U. S., 
orthe district of N. Carolina, from and after the 2d 
4, and North ay of March next, when his present commission will 
provisions. xpire. 
ye restored to Dr.C. J. F. Bohannan, of Richmond, has been ap- 
aw a privale Bibointed by the President of the U. S., surgeon of the 


his ration of Hi. Regiment of Virginia volunteers. 
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RECRUITS FOR THE ARMY. 

Genera Orver No. 2, issued from the depart- 
entof war, January 8th, 1847, quotes the act of 
congress Which passed both houses on the 7th, au- 
orizing enlistments hereafter to be for “during the 
at,’or for five years, at the option of the recruit, 
bd offering a bounty of $2 to be paid, $6 of which 
yment s defe:red until he joins his regiment, 
The order goes on to give instructions to officers 
tached for the recruiting service, and is followed 

aform for an advertisement for recruits to be 
blished by recruiting officers. 
ENLISTMENTS 1N THE UNITED STATES ARMY, DURING 

THE LAST YEAR. 

War Department, Adjutant General's office, 
Washington, January 7, 1847. 
dlatement showing the number of recruits enlisted in 
regular army during the year commencing Oct. 1, 
40, and ending Sept. 30, 1846. 
the general service (or army at large) 2,576. 
imental { Pwo regiments of dragoons 471 
eeruiting Regiment of mounted riflemen 729 
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1 state of heal: Eight regiments of infantry 1,020 
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le some nag al number of enlistments for the term of 
y ae EES of Mae ° Years, made in the regular army dur- 
verted that col i the year ending Sept. 30, 1846. 5,945 
in the senate ale rymnens of enlistments made in the reg- 
upon principles at army during the months of October, 
lieving that © pe vember, and December, 1846, so far 
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5 in the midst of Sept. 30, 1846, exceeded the number made 
serious year by 2,388. 
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In the Adjutant General’s letter to the secretary of 
war of the 5th inst., he states that “‘men enlisted for 
the term of ‘during the war, can be recruited for the 
regular service probably as fast as volunteers can be 
enrolled and sent to the seat of war. If the term of 
service for the regular and volunteer troops be the 
same, the probability is, there will be but little dif- 
ference in the time of filling the ranks of either de- 


And, in the official report of the secretary of war 
of the 5th Dec., the fact was stated that “the greater 
inducements to enter for short periods (in the volun- 
teer regiments for the term of one year only) satisfac- 
torily ‘account for the want of better success in re- 
cruiting for the regular army;” and, “more than all, 
perhaps, the distinction seen in the pension laws be- 
tween the private soldier of the regular army and the 
volunteer, which operates so unfavorably to the form- 
er. The widows and orphans of the volunteers who 
may be killed in battle, or die of wounds received in 
the service, are pensioned; while the widows and or- 
phans of the regular soldiers who die under the same 
circumstances, are entirely unprovided for by law.” 

If authorized by law to enlist for the period of dur- 
ing the war, with the small bounty proposed, there is 
little doubt that the department will be able to fill the 
ranks of the regular army in a very short time—that 
is, the five or six thousand men now wanted could be 
recruited and sent to join their regiments in the field, 
in as short time as five or six regiments of volunteers 
could be raised, organized, and dispa:ched to the ar- 
my in Mexico, after the date of any requisition from 
the war department. 

The same remark applies with greater force, per- 
haps, to the raising of new regiments for the regular 
military establishment, if the term be during the war; 
for all the captains and lieutenants would be employ- 
ed (under their field officers) in recruiting for their 
own companies, generally in their own neighborhoods 
where they are known, and it is believad, could fill 
their companies within forty or fifty days after re- 
ceiving orders. I fee] justified in expressing this be- 
lief, because several of the companies of the rifle regi- 
ment were recruited quickly last summer, some in 
less than fifty days, although the men were enlisted for 
Jive years. Lieut. Tipton enlisted fifty-six men in less 
tian a month, and Lieut. Van Buren sixty. Res- 


for information relating thereto. 





pectfully submitted, R. Jones, 
Adj’t Gen. U.S. A. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, secretary of war. 





State or Texas, vers. Gen. KEARNEY, AND THD 
U. Srares. The press of Texas exhibits strong in- 
dignation at the course of the government in treating 
Santa Fe and the surrounding country as a conquer- 
ed foreign territory, and establishing a separate terri- 
torial government over it. They claim the whole 
country east of the Rio Grande; and are consequently 
astounded atits seizure as a military conquest from 
Mexico. They denounce it as “a violation of the 
compact of annexation,”—a lawless, unjust and for- 
cible seizure of their public domain. ‘They do not 
seem to understand how president Polk reconciles his 
military movements with his assumption of the Rio 
Grande asthe boundary. Santa Fe is equally a part 
of our annexed territory (on this assumption)as that 
portion opposite Matamoros. Gen. Taylor is sent to 
the one to occupy and defend as our own soil—Gen. 
Kearney is sent to conquer and take military posses- 
sion of the other. ‘ 

The Austin Democrat says:—‘If Santa Feisa 
province taken by force of arms from Mexico, so was 





the country between the Nueces and the Rio Grande | 
and the very moment Gen. Taylor set foot on the | 
western bank of the former stream, he committed an | 
aggression upon a foreign soil, and hostilely invaded 
a country with which his government was at peace. 
If Laredo was ours so was Santa Fe; if Santa Fe was 
not, neither was Laredo.” 

The whig journals are severe upon the administra- 
tion in their comments upon this subject, and Presi- 








dent Polk’s message, in reply to the call of the senate 
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As a specimen, the 
following is from the Baltimore American: 

“We have not space in this paper to comment up- 
on the President’s explanation of the authority given 
to Gen. Kearney and Commodore Sloat and Stockton. 
We say, at once, however, that we regard it as un- 
satisfactory and insincere, and a most palpable after- 
thought. The instructions to Kearney direct him to 
promise the people a government, just like those in 
our territories; and when he gives them such a one, 
merely because he justly thinks that a government es- 
tablished in thatmanner must be intended to be per- 
manent, the president now says that he disapproves of 
the gallant officer’s words, of permanency, making no 
sort of objection to his acts. But again: the presi- 
dent excuses himself by alleging that the “form of 
government” was conveniently overlooked by Mr. 
Marcy until the message was delivered, and then it 
was discovered that it contained some objectionable 
things. Now the proclamation of Kearney, Sloat and 
Stockton, which were just as explicit as this form of 
government, were all before the president long before 
he sent in his message. Why did he not find objections 
to them? ‘The truth is, since the meeting of congress, 
he has found it expedient to disapprove of proceed- 
ings to which when he wrote his message he fully as - 
sented. We can give no other interpretation to bis 
own account of the matter.” 





Large Orper.—Mr. Charles I. Dupont, of Wil- 
mington, Del., has received an order from the govern- 
ment for sixty thousand yards of blue cloth for the 
army. 

Relurn Duties.—There is a good deal of complaint 
here, among claimants, that the return duties, paid 
under protests, and which should have been refund- 
ed long since, are still kept back at the treasury de- 
partment. Only one or two claims, of the many that 
have been adjusted, have been paid. The public 
creditors are suffering in every direction by the refue 
sal of the secretary to pay.—N. Y. Express. 





Tue Printing ror Conerrss.—Saturday, the 9th 
inst., was the day fixed upon for the opening by the 
secretary of the senate andthe clerk of the house of 
representatives, in presenée of the presiding officers of 
both houses, of the proposals for executing the print- 
ing of the next congress, which had been invited by 
public advertisement in conformity to an act passed 
by congress at its last session. Proposals were re- 
ceived, we understand, from some fifteen o: twenty 
firms or individuals, upon terms so low that it is not, 
in our opinion, within the range of possibility that 
contracts could have been founded upon the lowest 
half of the number without certain loss to the propo- 
sers. The officers of the two houses took time to de- 
liberate before final decision; but it seems to be cone 
ceded that Messrs. Winkle & Van Benthuysen, of Al- 
bany, are the successful competitors for the very ques- 
tionable prize.—Nat. Int. 

[The Union states that the prize has not yet been 
awarded. 





Colt’s Patent Revolving Pistols—Capt. Walker left 
this city yesterday for Washington, having, while in 
N. York, among other things, made a contract for 1,- 
000 revolving pistols for the new mounted rifle regi- 
ment, which is to serve in Mexico. This regiment is 
to be armed with a pair of these weapons, besides ri- 
fles. It was found impossible to obtain any number 
of these pistols in this city, such has, of late, been the 
demand for them for soldiers and others going to Mex- 
ico. It isa fact worth noting that the German, who 
has been the principal mechanic or manufacturer of 
these revolvers, has recently left us, and suddenly, for 
Mexico, with his chest of tools and machinery. It is 
pretty well ascertained that he has had most liberal 
and rich rewards from the government of Mexico, 
which have tempted him to leave N. York, in order 
to begin the manufacture of that deadly weapon ina 
foreign country. Capt. Walker is very anxious that 
the war department should order for the mounted ri- 
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flemen Wesson’s improved rifte, which will earry the | 
ball with unerring precision 400 yards and over. The 
rifle is light, and well adapted for such service as it 
will find necessary.—.V. Y. Express. 





Tue Copper Harsor Mait.—This mail route is an 
exception to the lightning lines which are now begin- 
ning to intersect the Union. It leaves Green'bay once 
a month, and is carried.the whole distance by a man 
on foot. For some two hundred and fifty miles of the 
route, there is not ahabitation, except, perhaps, a 
few Indian wigwams, and the mail carrier, in addi- 
tion to the mail, carries two weeks’ food, besides an 
axe, two blankets, and cooking and eating utensils. — 
There is no road or frail, and on his first trip the car- 
rier takes an Indian guide, and blazes the way so that 
lié can keep the track on the after trips. The dis- 
tance is over three hundred miles, and the Green bay 
Advocate states, it takes about two weeks to go 
through. If the carrier is taken sick or is lost on his 
journey, he is alone in the wilderness, far out of reach 
of “human aid, and the non-arrival at the appointed 
time, will be the only announcement of his death_— 
There are few mail routes in the world the service of 
which isso arduous as this, and few kinds of service 
requiring the same nerve and courage in man to un- 
dertaké it.— Chicago Journal. 

‘The’ La Pointe Mail,—we believe is a parallel to 
the above case. At this season of the year it goes 
and comes once a month by way of St. Croix. The 
carrier if we mistake not, is an Indian. 





Lieut. Hoskins, who fell at Monterey, was a native 
of N. Carolina; and left an only child, an infant.— 
The Fayetteville Observer urges the legislature, now 
if session, to adopt the orphan and educate it. The 
legislature of N. Carolina did, we believe, adopt and 
educate the daughter of Com. Blakely, who perished 
in the war of 1812. 

NAVAL JOURNAL. 

The U. States frigate Columbia, Capt. Ritchie, was 
at Rio Janerio 29th Oct., to sail in three weeks for 
the river of Platte. 

The U.S. ship Independence, Capt. Lavalette, was 
also in port, preparing to proceed for the Pacific. 

“The crew and officers of the U. S. ship Boston, 
Capt. G. F. Pearson, wrecked at Eleuthera,have arriy- 
ed at Norfolk, in the British schooner Evander, Nas- 
sau, N. P. 

~The U. S. sloop of war Saratoga, Commander Shu- 
brick, on her way to the Pacific, when westward of 
cape Horn, encountered a hurricane which did the 
ship some injury, and induced her com nander to put 
back. He left cape Horn on the 5th, and reached 

ia de Janerio on the 26th Oct., where a survey was 
held and letters from them states, that their report 
was, that with a little caulking and a few new sails, 
sHe’ might proceed upon her destination in about twen- 
ty’'days: She, however, left Rio de Janerio for home 
of the 6th Nov., and reached Norfolk on the 29th 
Décember. 

The U.S. ship 4lbany, Capt. Breeze, left Havan- 
na on the 16th ult., for Pensacola. 

Tron Frigate. The new iron steam frigate Allega- 


tier and mouth of Tobasco river. 





Bonita, and Petre] took possession of Laguna in To- 
baseo, and destroyed the guns and munitions of war 
found in the ports and town. Commander Sands, with 
the Vixen and Petrel, was left in charge of the place 
and the Bonita was left to assist in holding the fron- 


The Mississippi will return to the gulf as soon as 
some necessary repairs are done to her machinery.— 
Purser A. D. Crosby, of the Mississippi, was killed by 
falling from aloft on board the steamer Vixen, which 
vesse] he was assisting to pilot over the bar at Lagu- 
na, on the occasion of the attack on that place. 
Capture.—Off Alvarado the Mississippi captured 
the Mexican schooner Amalio, and sent her to New 
Orleans for adjudication. At the same time she de- 
tained the Spanish schooner Isabel, which was relea- 
sed, after examination, by commodore Perry. 





Lieut. Morris’ Remaiws. The remains of this 
gallant officer who fell in the attack upon Tobasco, 
arrived at Norfolk a few days since, and from thence 
reached Baltimore where they were received by a 
guard of honor, detailed for the service by Brig. Gen. 
Stewart, and conveyed to Greenmount cemetry, a'- 
tended by a military escort, and by the officers of the 
army and navy that were at the time in the city. 





Tribute of respect.—A subscription has been open- 
ed in N. Orleans, to purchase two swords, to be pres- 
ented to the commanding officer of the Murcury, 
(French) and to Lieut. Tarleton, of the Endymion, 
(English) who were instrumental in saving so many 
of the crew of the unfortunate Somers. 

Prize Money.—A letter from an officer in the U. S. 
squadron off Tampico says:--We took an estimate 
of the prize money accruing on the various prizes ta- 
ken at Tobasco and this place. It amounts to $220,- 
000—half of which, $110,000, goes to the govern- 
ment; so the navy is at last doingsomething for itself. 





The Somers. 

Foreign Interference—Humanity.—The noble con- 
duct of the officers and men of the British, French, 
and Spanish squadrons, near the scene of disaster, 
cannot be too highly appreciated. Such instances of 
intrepidity are worthy of all praise. They make us 
feel that we are all members of one human family, 
and have feelings which soar above all geographical 
sectionalities. The Picayune, describing the con- 
duct of these brave and generous foreigners, Says :— 

The officers who went out inthe boats, as we 
learn from different letters before us, are probably 
all young men—junior lieutenants, and Midshipmen 
with the exception of Tarleton,the first lieutenant of 
the British vessel-of-war Endymion—who !s soon to 
be made a commander. The gunner of the Endy- 
mion importuned Captain Lambertto let him go to 
the scene of distress, amid the fury of the storm, in 
his gig; with many forebodings as to the issue the 
captain consented. The gunner was the first to reach 
Green Island, and his noble example and success in- 
spired others. Midshipman Saliz of the French 
man of war Pylade, came next: then followed Lieut. 
Wool with the launch of the Endymion. 

Saliz, as soon as he jumped on shore, explained 
why the other French brig was not represented by 
her boat, as she (the Mercure,) had sent her 
whale boat to leeward. This latter movement was 





ny, now completing in Pittsburg, will be ready for 
launching in February, and at the same time a new 


irén revenue steam cutier, will be completed, of 350 | 


tons, [26 feet on deck, and 26 feet beam, to be call- 
ed the Robert Walker. 

Tue Poromac, U. S. frigai> Capt. Aulick, arrived 
at Pensacola on the 30th ult., from Anton Lizardo, 
which she left on the 25th. She came in to replen- 
ish her supplies of water and provisions, having dis- 
tributed among the other vessels of the squadron off 
Vera Cruz and Tampico those articles with which she 
sailed from Pensacola but little more than two months 
ago. She comes in now with barely one week’s wa- 
ter on board, and but little more of provisions. 


Capture or Lacuna. The U. S. steamer Missis- 
sippi, Com. Adams, left Anton Lizardo on the 29th 
Dee¢., touched at Havana for coal and water, and ar- 
rivéd at Norfolk on the 13th inst., bringing as passen- 
gers——J. L. O'Sullivan, of N. York, from Havana, and 
Ed: P; Moore, bearer of despatches from the republic 
of Ecuador to our government. 

The U.S. ships Raritan, Princeton, and store ship 
Relief were at Anton Lizardo, when the M. sailed.— 
The John Adams was blockading Vera Cruz. 

On the 2Uth of Dec., commodore Perry, with the 
U. S.steam frigate Mississippi, and steamer Vixen, 


the most far-sighted as wel] as daring adventure of 
all, and was nobly rewarded by the rescue of ten 
| lives. The French also veered out life buoys to long 
lines, to the assistance of any unfortunate who 
might be buffetting the waves, and with a generosity 
which does them great credit, the Englishmen 
award the praise ofthe best directed exertions to 
their enthusiastic neighbors on the occasion. 

Humanity exults over the struggles of the brave 
who risk themselves for the rescue of their fellow 
men. Of the many who volunteered to brook the 
menacing storm, no one perhaps expected even the 
reward of a public acknowledgment for their valor. 
We hold it the bounden duty of the government to 
see that such services from strangers be not suffered 
to go unrequited. The brave tars deserve a medal 
for their valor, and recompense for their generous 
devotion. 





Tue Appitionat Army Bit from the House, 
was reported back by Col. Benton from the military 
committee to which it was referred in the Senate, 
with amendments. Further amendments were of- 
fered by Mr. Cameron, and a long debate took place. 
Finally the bill was postponed till friday. 

LievtT. Generat.—The bill reported by Mr. Dix, 
from the military committee of the senate, was un- 
der discussion in that body up to their adjournment 
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THE CAMPAIGN. 


“ARMY OF OCCUPATION,” 


REPORT THAT SANTA ANNA IS ADVANCING AGAINsy 
SALTILLO. 


Last Monday’s mail brouzht us New Orleans pa 

pers of the 2d inst. teeming with accounts of Santa 
Anna’s advancing upon Saltillo, and of the hastening 
of our troops towards that post to reinforce General 
Worth, who is in command at Saltillo with about 
1,700 men. 

The New Orleans Editor says: 

“The steamer Virginia brought as passenger from, 
Brazos, Col. Langdon, who was direct from Monte. 
rey, and with whom we have conversed. He States 


at Monterey on the 16th of December. It brought 
the news that Gen. Worth had learned through his 
spies that Santa Anna was within three days? march 
of Saltillo at the head of an army of twenty or thirty 
thousand men. The express bore a call upon Gen 
Taylor for reinforcements. Gen. Taylor and his 
staff had left Monterey on the 15th ult.—the day bg. 
fore the express arrived—for Victoria, to join his 
a which was two days’ march in advance of 

im. 

Gen’! Butler, in command at Monterey, immed}. 
ately sent off despatches to Gen. Marshall, at Camar. 
go, and to Gen’! Patterson, at Matamoros, to send 
forward without delay all the troops they could spare 
from their commands. Gen. Patterson had left Ma. 
tamoros the day before the news reached that place, 
It was at once forwarded to him, and upon learning 
its purport he immediately started on his return with 
the view to proceed tu Monterey. 

‘The express reported at Matamoros that the road 
from Monterey tu Camargo was lined with troops~ 
regulars and volunteers—on their march to Monte. 
rey, having been previously ordered up. There 
were four regiments upon the road. The road from 
Monterey is infested by predatory bands of rancheros, 
by which the travelling 1s rendered insecure. One 
train had been attacked a few days before our infor 
mant passed Over the road, as had also several small 
parties and some few men had been killed and 
wounded.” 

The journals were immediately filled with edito 
tial speculations as to the truth of these reports, and 
with statements some contradictory others confirms 
tory. 

A correspondent of the N. Orleans Bulletin, writ 
ing from Matamoros, Dec. 23d, says—**Several per. 
sons are going to yourcity, all of whom are from 
Monterey, as they say, They will carry alarmiog 
accounts as to the situation of Gen. Worth at Salil. 
lo, and the advance of a large force under Sanla 
Anna. J have endeavored to escertain the parlict 
lacs, and do not credit the rumors. They mayt 
true, but the express spoken of, arrived here yester 
day, and no such despatches as are said to have beet 
sent, have been received. One thing is certaii— 
General Patterson has not changed his route towards 
Victoria, with the force under bis command, ash 
would probably do, if Santa Anna was advancing (0 
wards Saltillo, with the force represented. Tt 
rear of his column left to-day with the exception 
a few wagons.” 


On the other hand, the New Orleans Mercury pi 
lishes a letter from Matamoros, which says:—“ !he 
Alcalde at this place, who predicted the day our bst 
tles have been fought on, says that Gen. Santa Ana 
will attack our forces on Christmas day. If the ba 
tle should not be fought before our forces cat! 
thrown into Saltillo, or until Gen. Taylor forms 
junction with the forces at that point, we may 
pect one of the bloodiest conflicts that our flag 
ever witnessed.’’ ; 

The Mercury adds:—The advices from the invi 
ing army, which we publish in another column, ® 
and the position and manner in which our forces® 
known to be disposed. are well calculated to creal 
anxiety, if not apprehension. Santa Anna apper 
to be moving with a boldness and tact that 
hardly expected, and if he has nearly the force! 
is reported, he is abundantly able to make a desc 
on one or the other of the detached posts held by ¢ 
troops, and by superiority of numbers cuttiog | 
pieces. 

Gen. Worth’s command at Saltillo, though 0%’ 
far from succor as the division under General 
is the point directly threatened, as the destruction | 
that would involve also the destruction of Gen. , 
cutting off his communications, The position \ . 
advance posts respectively were: General But "4 
Monterey with about 2,000 men; Gen. Worth oe 
tillo with about 1,700; Gen. Wool at Parras; © 
about 3,000. The two latter places are wes! ° 








on Thursday evening last. 


mountains. 


that an express from Gen, Worth, at Saltillo, arrived | 
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Se SS 
ed That Santa Anna has made the movements indi- 
cated there isno reason to doubt, but many to be- 
jievee A gentleman inthis city received a letter a 
few days since from an officer in Gen. Wool’s army, 
AGAINST mentioning that'‘a rumor had reached. that camp of 
Santa Anna’s advance, and it is probable that Santa 
ans pa. Aonais well informed of the comparatively small 
f Santa forces at the several posts in possession of the Ame- 
astening neans; and of their being widely scattered. In pos- 
General session Of this. information, a rapid march to Saltillo 
th about and taking possession of that piace would cut off 
communication between Gen. Wool’s coluinn and the 
forces immediately under the command of General 
ger from Taylor. 
n Monte. General Wool’s camp at Parras is west and a few 
He states ints north of Saltillo, 115 miles distant; San Luis 
O, arrived | si is almost directly south of Saltillo, the great 
it brought road from San Luis Potosi to Saltillo passing a short 
rough his distance east. of General Wool’s camp. If Santa 
ys? march Anna took this road, Gen: Wool would be apprised 
y or thirty of the advance of the: enemy io sufficient time to 
pon Gen. break up his camp and join Gen. Worth at Saltillo; 
r and his but there 1s a road marked.on the maps, from Zaca- 
he day be. tecas to Saltillo direct, which is probably the road 
O join his ferred: by the Mexican. chief, and should ‘he suc- 
advance of ceed in reaching Saltillo before General Worth could 
be well reinforced, it is possible the place may have 
7, immedi: to be evacuated, as no force of consequence could be 
, at Camar. spared from the garrison at Monterey. 
os, to send The brigades of Generals Quitman and Briggs left 
could spare Monterey for Victoria on the 13th, and therefore, had 
ad left Ma been four days on the march before the express ar- 
| that place, rived at Monterey, and no considerable force was 
yon learning stationed at any of the points between Monterey and 
returo with the RioGrande. By the last advices, two regiments 


had been ordered from Camargo to join General 
Wool, but they could; at the time Santa Anna’s 


movement became known, have scarcely reached 
Saltillo. 


hat the road 
ith troops— 
th to Monte- 


up. There Notwithstanding this apparently inauspicious pos- 

pe road from HM turesof affairs, we do not indulge any lively appre- 
of rancheros, HM hensions. ‘he utmost confidence isto be placed both 
ecure. One 


in. the watchfulness and skill of the accomplished of- 
ficers who command, and we have no question they 
would be able to anticipate the movements, of. the 
enemy in time to prepare [properly for his recep- 
tion. As the report of Santa Anna’s advance reach- 
ed General Wool’s camp so early, it is not impossi- 
blethe latter may have effected a junction with 
General Worth, in which case we should count both 
to be safe, whatever force the Mexicans might num- 
Bulletin, writ MM ber. 
“Several pets Should the companies en route from Camargo have 
nom are from MRreached Saltillo, the force of Gen. Worth would be, 
arry alarmiog i increased to 2400; and at the worst we believe he 
Jorth at Salt would be able to hold out till he could be further 
e under Sanlag@ialrengthened. We shall look for the next accounts, 
sin the particiMitherefore, with great interest, but not with fear of any 
They may rious disaster.” 
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A postscript to a letter from Tampico, dated the 
astd December, says: ‘‘I have just heard that a por- 
ion of Gen, Patterson’s troops had reached Victoria, 
d there was no fighting.” 

The Washington Union, announced that govern- 


hent “had received no despatches from the army, of 
iportance,”? 





ConrIRMATORY ACCOUNTS, reached us by Wed- 
lesday orning’s mail from New Orleans. The 
amer Edith arrived on the night of the 2d, with 
itelligence from Brazos to the 30th ult. 
By this arrival we learn that when Gen. Worth’s 
“press reached Monterey, Gen. Taylor had only 
ue 31X Or eight miles on his march to Victoria, and 
b troops under Generals Twiggs and Quitman 
tre but twelve miles in advance. Orders were im- 
edlately issued to this division to retrace its sleps 
“ Proceed at once to Saltillo. 
Gen. Butler, who was left in command of Mon- 
ry,had already marched with all the troops he 
wuld coliect to join Gen. Worth at Saltillo. 
fore the express reached Camargo Gen. Lane 
started for Saltillo with his command—this was 
the 20th. Gen. Marshall set out the next morn- 
Bi laking with him the remainder of the forces, 
mthe exception of Captains Hunter and Swart- 
u's Commands, which were left to protect that 
The troops from Camargo were on a forced 
eh to reach Saltillo in time for a battle, reports 
' prevailed for several days before positive ad- 
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a Wool was ninety miles from Saltillo at the 
ape from him, and it was supposed he would 
7 Worth in season to assist in repelling the 
— Was a rumor (not credited) that Santa Anna 
tevirhe a body of 7,000 men between General 

and General Taylor, to prevent a junction 

















of the American forces. It does not seem pr>bable | 
that this is true, asthe main road to Monterey passes 
through Saltillo. True, there is a circuitous moun- 
tain road which avoids Saltillo, but it is not favora- 
ble to the march of an army, and is impracticable 
for ordnance. 

It was the impression of a gentleman who came 
passenger in the Edith, that a battle was fought 
about the 25th ult. It was thought, however, that 
Gen: Taylor had reached Saltillo before that time, 
and also Gen. Twiggs’, Gen, Quitman’s, Gen. But- 
ler’s, and Gen. Wool’s commands. It was likewise 
hoped that the troops from Camargo would also ar- 
rive at Saltillo in good season. If these expecta- 
tions were realized, Gen. Taylor had about seven 
thousand men to oppose Santa Anna. 

The whole valley of the Rio Grande was in a state 
of great ferment. Apprehensions of an attack were 
entertained at Camargo, Matamoros, and other points, 
from the rancheros.under Canales. The withdrasval of 
50. many troops from the river left the valley exposed to 
danger. At Matamoros,-Colonel Clark had called upon 
the citizens toenrol themselves for service, and at:the 
Brazos General Jesup had done the same thing. Both 
these points were sadly deticiert in both men and arms. 
It was thought Canales had 2,000 men under him, and 
that the large supply of goods at Matamoros, and the 
exposed condition of that city, migat quicken his courage. 

Gen. Scott arrived at the Brazos on the 28th ultimo. 
The following day he proceeded to the mouth of the 
Rio Grande and was yet. at that point when the Edith 
left, waiting the arrival of the horses belonging to the regi- 
ment of mounted riflemen, when it was understood he 
would proceed immediately up the river to Camargo.— 
Captain Wayne las been transferred from the staff of 
Major General Jesup to that of General Scott, and was | 
to accompany him on his tonr of observation. 

The steamship Alabama was off the Brazos when the 
Edith sailed, with orders to keep her steam up, ready to 
proceed here with any despatches, good or bad, that 
might arrive. 

he Edith broght a large mail.. She encountered great 
gales from the south and east, and yet made the passage 
in fifty two hours. ; 

Amongst the passengers in the Edith were ee E. 
S. Hawkins, 7th infantry; Captain J. G. Todd, of‘ 
Lieutenant J. M. Cowan, 2d Kentucky ae and 
Cap:ain -Twiichell, of the same regiment; Messrs. Cle- 
ments, Harrison, &c. 

It was believed that.an express had been sent tGea.¢ 
Patterson, countermanding his march in the direction o 
Victoria. 


The New Orieans Jeffersonian of the 4th inst. says— 





‘exas; | 





At Reynosa the Mexicans had attempted to capture the 
place, but without success The officer commanding | 
there had seized the. alcade, and given him and the | 
other Mexicans orders to withdraw forthwith under pen.- | 
alty of death. 

The amount of all the intelligence before us is, that | 
General Worth commanding at Saltillo had received | 
information upon which he relied, that Santa Anna was | 
approaching that post, and he had therefore despatched | 
expresses for reinforcements, in consequence of which, 
the forces that were marching for Victoria were recall. 
ed, and, with those from Camargo, were hastening to- | 
wards Saltillo. 

It remains doubtful whether Santa Anna was in fact 
approaching Saltillo with his main army, or whether it 
was but a de:achment sent in that direction by Santa 
Anna with a view to divert General Taylor from ad- 
vancing upon. Victoria—or with a view to prevent Gen. 
Wool from joining Gen. Worth—or whether it may not 
be a demonstration against Gen. Wool’s division while | 
at the Jast accounts from them were 115 miles west of | 
Saltillo. 

Commercial letters received at New Orleans from 
San Luis Potosi dated as late as the 17th Dec., make 
no mention of any movement of the army under Santa 
Anna, They do not refer to political or military sub- 
jects however in any way—very probably on account 
of the danger of so doing. Strict martial law is main- 
tained at San Luis. 

Letters have been received in New Orleans from 
Mexico, to the 8th ult., and from Tampico, of the 26th, 
the former of which from a reliable ard well informed 
source, stute that Santa Anna writes, he will crush any 
force that may venture to attack him at San Luis, 
which is well prepared for defence, but does not allude 
tu-any intention of advancing from thence; these letters 
trom him, however, must have been late in November 
or early in December. 

Whatever be Santa Anna’s object, one thing: is cer- 
tain—that the movement of our army towards Victoria, 
and the contemplated demonstration upor Vera Cruz, 
are for the present interrupted. The troops which were 
on their march in that direction are retracing their steps, 
and hurrying towards Saltillo. 

Santa Anna will hardly venture to attack our army 
anywhere without having such an immense advantage 
in numbers or position , as to flatter him with a certain- 
ty of success. The probability is, that he would not dare 
to attack General Worth in post, at Saltillo, even if he 
reached the vicinity before any of the reinforcements 
arrived. Santa Anna would appreciate 1700 of our men 
entrenched, as likely to be rather ugly customers to his 
Mexicans. His game would be to move as in this case, 
from his. centre of operations a formidable detach- 
ment, in this direction, or in any other that would 
annoy and harass our army, and keep thent from ma- 
king any general effective movement. 





By this process he has the advantage of detectin any 
point in our long line of *‘occupation’’ which may be left 
qapondi and by making a dash in that direction, .cut. 
off supplies, reinforcements,—and communication. — 
This movement upon Saltillo may be altogether a feint, 
to attract our forces as far into the interior as*possibjle, 
and then to move his main body of troops-so. a8 tu ifter- 
rupt supplies from reaching the. Matamoros or Point 
Isabel, may be his real ain. 


From Tampico we have dates to the 26th December, 
Gen. Gates was in command there, with about 1000 
men. ‘The alarm of Mexican forces being in the. vicin- 


ity, waa all occasioned by a party of dashing marau- 
cers. 


From Campeachy, we have dates to the 22d Decem- 
ber. A letter of that date states that Campeachy has 
pockivety despatched a force of 2500 men, joined 

y five hundred .cn the road, with 12 pieces of artillery, 
all well equipped, with a view to compel the government 
at Merida to. succumb to the pronunciamento of. Cam 
peachy of the 8th December. The object of the proatin « 
ciamento and of this movement, is declared to be* to 
maintain the neutrality of the peninsula as between the 
United States and Mexico, and put down the - govern- 


ment, which they say has wed the country to Santa 
Anna. 


The people of Campeaciy have elected Domingo Bar- 
ret Provisional governor. He addressed, on. the. llth 
ult., a long communication to the government.of Merj- 
da, setting forth the causes of the insurrection of Cam- 
peachy. We received this document at too late an hour 
{0 examine it to-day. 


Mexico. Congress assembled. Preparatory sessione: 
were held as eutty as the 30th Waveeber "oa oe 
was duly installed at 11 o’clock on the 6th December.— 
‘The Committees were appointed on the 7th. The la« 
test of their proceedings received are to the 11th. 

A resolation was offered, declaring the constitution 
of 1824 to be in force, with such amendments as con. 
gress may see fit to make thereto. 

Another resolution, that a committee be appointedito 
embody the principles entertained by congress, .and, 
which will be the foundation of its action in the present. 
war. No other mention is made of the war in the pro- 
ceedings, so far as we have them. They are however, 
incomplete. On the 8th the secretary of the treasury 


made his report, and a project for a conversion of the 
foreign debt. 


Some with us have formed opinions favorable .to 
peace, from the supposed sentiments of . the persons 
named upon the committees,—from the fact that..no 
other reference to the war is found in the proceed~ 
ings of the body—and from the additional fact, that 
the usual quantity of tirade against “the audacious. 


oar Americans,” is not found in the Mexican jour- 
nals, 


_ On the other hand, no mention or intimation 
is made of a disposition to settle the differences, 


A letter from Tampico, to the editor of the New 
Orieans Picayune, dated December 17, A. M., says: 
_ “Advices via Vera Cruz were received last éven— 
ing of the action of the Mexican congress. ha 

l 


| declare that they will not think or treat of peace unt 


every hostile foot has cleared from the Mexican soil 
and every vessel that lines our coast is withdrawn. i 
consider the war as now commenced in real earnest, 


and I prophecy that Tampico will become an Amer- 
ican town. 


A letterfrom an officer of the navy, dated Anton 
Lizardo, Dec. 22: 


“It is the prevalent opinion at Vera Cruz; as 
{ learned from the English officers yesterday; 
that Santa Anna had intended. to march from: 
his present quarters upon the. capital. and-to strike. 
for adictatorship. In this case, it is suppos-d he: will 
be sustained by the regulars and. opposed by the mi- 
litia, and that a battle will probably ensue between 
the two parties. [f Santa Anna succeeds in becoming 
dominant, we have a guaranty of peace, as:no ad- 
ministration in Mexico can support the burden of a 
war. He is much inclined to prefer diplomacy to 
fighting. I hope our government will not relax-its 


strong arm, nor permit itself to be cajoled by this 
wary diplomatist.” 


Atmonte—From the Diario Official. of the 8ty 
ult,,the Locomotor copies a note from Gen. Almonte, 
the secretary of war, which says; “I have seen with 
surprise a printed circular in which my. name is 
mentioned as a candidate for the next presidency 
Although as a public man I may entertain some ss— 
pirations, yet l assure you upon my word of honor 
that I had no part in the publication referred.to, and 


[ trust that men of sense will look upon it with the 
contempt it deserves.” 


CALIFORNIA—PROCES OF REPUBLICANIZING MEXICO. 

Next after a newspaper, comes in, proper course, 
AN ELecTION. The Mayor, or Atcautps of Mon- 
terey, was for the first time, to be elected by the 
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neople, and the arte of king cacseus being as yet un 


‘natives’ and four ‘foreign citizens’ in the field as can- 
didates—“‘Don Walter Colton (the chaplain of the 
congress) received 68 votes, Don Juan Malarin 37 
votes, Don David Spence 65 votes, Don Manual Di- 
as 60 votes, Don Salvador Munras 40 votes, Milton 
Little, Esq. 36 votes, William E. P. Hartnell, Esq. 
32 votes.” Upon this return the chaplain was de- 
clared duly elected for one year. In case of his ab 
sence or illness, Don Milton Little was elected sub 
stitute; Messrs. Hartnell, Spence, Dias and others 
were chosen councillors, and Don Salvador Munras 
treasurer. 
THE AMERICAN PRESS AND PRINTERS. 

It is said that upwards of five hundred printers 
have volunteered during the war with Mexico. They 
undoubtedly far exceed in proportion, any other of 
the professions. There are thirty in one regiment.— 
Many a fair as well as foul form will be knocked into 
pi, and be distributed among the chaparals. 

Matamoros was hardly occupied by our troops be- 
fore an American press was in motion, and ina few 
weeks, two, if not three, public papers were regular- 
ly issued in that city. ‘Tux Frac,” 1s at this mo- 
ment one of the most frequently quoted papers we 
know of, on this continent. 

Monterey, in California, surrendered to the Ameri- 
can squadron, under Commodore Sloat, on the 9th 
July. On the 29th August, the first number of “THe 
Cauirornian,” ediied by the Rev. Walter Colton, 
was published in that city, and has been issued week- 
ly since. 





VOLUNTEERS FOR THE MEXICAN WAR. 


The ten regiments of volunteers last called for 
by the President to serve ‘‘for the war,” are nearly 
all completed. 

The first regiment to embark, was that of Pennsyl- 
vania. It rendezvoused at Pittsburg, and embarked 
from thence on the 23u ult., and a part of them 
reached New Orleans on the 28th, consisting of 
Capts. Nagle’s and Small’s companies, and the sec- 
ond detachment, consisting of Capts. Scott’s and Ben- 
nett’s companies—the Philadelphia Light Guards 
and Cadwallader Greys. 

Ofthe 2d Pennsylvania regiment, the Pittsburg 
Inquirer, of the 3d inst says:—The following compa- 
nies are now at this place, viz: Westmoreland 
Guards, Greensburg; Cameron Guards, Harrisburg; 
Rangers, Philadelphia, Highlanders, Cambria coun 
ty; Columbia Guards, Danville; Maunch Chunk 
company. None of the Pittsburg companies have 
been mustered intoservice (for officers) yet. The 
election will probably take place on Tuesday next. 
Capt. Naylor is likely to be elected Colonel. The 
Reading and Uniontown troops are expected here 
to-night. The Westmoreland Guards and Stockton 

artillerists have been mustered into the service. 


The Harrisburg company will be here this even- 
ing,and also Capt. George’s. At an election of officers 


for the second regiment; there were three candidates 
tor Cok nel. 
ae majority of six votes over Capt. Hambright. Z. 
. Gesry, of Cambria, was elected lieut. col. 


New York Votunteerns.—The time now rapidly 


approaches (says the Brooklyn Eagle of Thursday 


the 7th,) for the final departure of this fine body of 
We were at Fort Hamilton yesterday, and 


men. 
learned trom several of the officers that they expect 


ed the regiment to embark this day or to-morrow, in 


three vessels, which have been chartered for the pur 


pose of transporting them to Tampico; and to finally 
depart some tim: duiiig the begi: n ng of nex! week. 
They will leave here under sealed orders, but it is 
thought that their first operations will be directed 


against Vera Cruz. There are ten companies 0 
eighty men each in the regiment, the Jast one hun 


dred and fifty having yesterday been mustered into 


the service. 
The Massachusetts Regiment. 


section of the Union. 


made up. 
Virginia Regiment. 
obtain g a regiment from this 


istration state, and it is yet incomplete. We notic 


her officers have been recruiting in Baltimore city, 
and Washington county, Maryland,—and, if we mis- 
it is also asserted by 
whig journals of Virginia, that the first companies 


take not, in Philadeiphia also. 


of the regiment to organize, were all from whi 
districts of the state. This kind of rivalry ma 


dezvoused at Richmond have proceeded to Old Point 
“nown in those parts, there were no. less than three | Comfort,wh:re Col. Walbach,U.S. A. is ia command. 


Roberts of Fayet'e county, was elected 


Six companies have 
been mustered into service,and others are organizing. 
There is not so much of the war enthusiasm in this 
Captain Webster, son of the 
senator, was the first to have a full company. The 
Salem Register says it is rumored that Hon. Caleb 
Cushing 1s desirous to take the command of the 
Massachusetts regiment, should the complement be 


There has been difficulty in 
leading admin- 


Maine Volunteers. The Age, a leading administra- 
tion paper, says:—‘‘Our readers will recollect that 
some months since Maine was called upon by the 
general government to raise one regiment of volun- 
teers for the Mexican war. It was then expected 
that this regiment would be called into the service 
atan early day. Such however has been the enthu- 
siasm with which the citizens of states located near- 
er the theatre of conflict have rushed to the army, 
that the volunteers in this state have not yet been 
called to the field. From present appeacances, it 
being now understood that a controlling force is 
about to be brought into the field by our government, 
this regiment may soon be wanted. There have 
been enlisted eight full companies, and the other 
two, necessary to complete the regiment, are, as we 
understand, nearly full. It is to be hoped that these 
companies will be immediately filled, and the regi- 
ments organized and held in readiness for immediate 
action. ° ” ve ° ° 

“In this general encounter for justice and right, 
shall not Maine be represented? Shall the treach- 
erous Mexicans,be chastised for their perfidy and 
our patriotic citizens have no hand in administering 
the well merited castigation? Let this regiment be 
organized at once and its services tendered to the 
government.” 

South Carolina volunteers. The Charleston Courier of 
the 8th says—‘*We understand that the right wing 
of the Palmetto regiment will leave the camp near 
Hamburg, this evening, on their route to Mobile, 
and that the left wing will follow them the succeed- 
ing evening. The troops are said to be in fine spir- 
its, and eager to move. 

The Mississippi regiment is nearly full. 

North Carolina is making every preparation for 
the arming and equipping of her sons, and letters 
from Louisville announce that there is every pros- 
pect of success in raising the regiment required of 
her. 

Louis G. De Russy, a graduate of West Point, 
has been chosen Colonel of the regiment of volun- 
teers from Louisiana, and Francis Rigault, Major.— 
The Lieut. Colonel is yet to be appointed. 

Capt. Gallespie and young Thomas. A letter from 
Monterey says: 

“In your paper of the 4th ult. I saw a biographical 
sketch of Capt. Gillespie, and on showing it to an 
acquaintance, he informed me that about four weeks 
after the battle, he went to the graves of Capt. Gil- 
lespie and young Thomas, and found that the bodies 
had been dug up by the Mexicans, and stripped of 
every vestige of clothing. The bones werereintered 
and the graves covered over with large flat rocks.— 
When it is generally known by these grovelling 
wretches, that nothing but the bones of the heroes 
are left in the grave, their pilfering propensities will 
be left to sleep in their quiet but proud homes.” 
The gentleman mentioned as having been recom- 
mended as Colonel of the Baltimore Battalion, vice 
Col. Watson, deceased, is not B. Buchanan, but Ma- 
jor Robert C. Buchanan, son of the late Andrew 





=z 

South Carolina Volunteers. The right wing of tha 
regimeni, consisting of the Sumpter de Kaib, Pair 
field, Charleston and Lancaster volunteers departeq 
en route for the seat of war on the 31st; and the je, 
wing, consisting of the Abbeville, Edgefield, Rich. 
land and Chester volunteers, on the day follcwing 
in good health and spirits. The Ime of march 
stated to be as follows:—by Rail Road to Griff, 
Georgia—thence march to Notasulga, in Alabams. 
a distance of 104 miles—next, by Rail Road to 
Montgomery, and thence, by steamboat, to Mobile. 
whence they are to embark. : 

More Supplies. Newbury Mountaineer, publishes 
the following note from Col. Williams— 

Newbury Dec. 26. 1846. 
Dear Sir:—You will please notice in your paper 
that I am raising acorps of 100 men, to be attached 
to the Palmetto regiment. Newbury court house 
will be the place of rendezvous. The company wil] 
leave the last of next week. Persons wishing to 
join, can do so by addressing a letter to meat New. 
bury court house. Your ob’t ser’vt. 

JAMES F. WILLIAMS. 
Editor of the Mountaineer. 
Brigapier Gen. Hamer oF THE O8I0 votun- 
TEERS. The death of this lamented officer has been 
noticed by appropriate marks of respect for his mem. 
ory, and testimonies to his abilities as an officer. 
Major Gen. Taylor, under whose immediate com- 
mand he had been serving in the operations against 
Monterey, in general orders, dated Monterey Dec, 
3d, announcing his death, says, *tin council | found 
him clear and judicious, and in the administration of 
his command, though kind, yet always impartial and 
just.” “I had looked forward to the benefit of his 
ability and judgment in the service which yet lies 
before us, and feel most sensibly the privation of 
them.” 

The funeral ceremonies took place on the 4th 
Dec. at Monterey. 

Meetings of the officers of the Ohio volunteers 
were held and a very respectful and appropiate 
tributes to their deceased and lamented commander 
were unanimously adopted. 


The Ohio delegation in congress, held a meeting on 
the 4th of Jan. 1847 at which Gen. Vance, presided, 
at which an expression of like respect and of regret 
at the loss sustained by the state and the country 
in the death of Gen. Hamer was adopted. 





Votunteers. Governor Owsley, in his annual 
message to the legislature of Kensuekey, furnishes 
the rare and as some think commendable example 
of abstaining from any remarks upon national affairs, 
except what are immediately incident to the affairs 
of the state over which he presides: That part of 
his message is as follows: 

“The United States had become involved in wat 
with Mexico, a sister republic. The calamily wat 
great, and deeply to be deplored; but the rub 
con was passed, and it was too late to look back and 
wrangle as to the manner in which it was brought 





more. 


with some distincticn in the Florida campaign. 
[ Ballimore American. 
Marriage of a Volunteer. 


company,was married to Miss Almira Bent. 





the wedding. 
f | lowed the bridegroom. 


ness, and be sustained in the hour of their utmos 
danger by a sure hope in Christ.—Boston Post. 
Deaths at Matamoros. Inthe General Hospita 
since Ist November, 1846. L. P. Callagan, Tennes 
see calvary; Charles Fough. 1st regiment artillery 


e€ 


B 
y | giment infantry, company F; Eli Robinson, 3d Ohi 





have its use. 


Two of the six companies that ren 








volunteer company. 


Buchanan, long a distinguished merchant of Baliti- | 
This officer was brevetted for his good con- 
duct at Palo Alto and Resaca de Ja Palma,and served | 


Yesterday afternoon, at 
-| east Boston, Henry Carney,one of Captain Webster's 
Lieut. 
-| Kelley, officer of the day, allowed an escort of thir- 
teen men in uniform, with side arms, under sergeant 
Stearns, to accompany the bridegroom from the 
quarters in Pitts street to East Boston, and witness 
A furlough of 48 hours was also al- 


-| In the forenoon, twenty men of this company, in 

uniform, attended the Rev. Mr. Taylor’s church.— 
The reverend gentlemen availed himself of the cir- | 
eumstance to discourse eloquently upon the duties | 
of patriotism, and at the close of the services he | 
prayed that the young defenders of their country 
present, and their brethren in arms might go forth to 
battle armed with ,the breast plate of righteous- 


company H.; D. Lemmon, Ist regiment Indiana 
volunteers, campany G; Z. Haynes, 3d regiment 
lilinois volunteers, company A; Paxton, rejected re- 
cruit of Ist artillery; W. W. Campbeli, Ist regiment 
Georgia volunteers, company I; John Reynolds Ist, 
Mississippi volunteer company D; C. T. Davis, Ist 
Alabama volunteer company; Mich. Burke, 7th re- 


about. Our country needed assistance, and most 
willingly was assistance afforded. A call was inade 
| by the gevernment at Washington, upon Kentucky, 
for three regiments of volunteers—one of mounted 
riflemen, and two of infantry—and each to be com 
posed of ten companies. The requisition was ff 
ceived the 22d of May, but in anticipation of it I had 
previously, on the 10th of that month, issued a pro 
clamation calling for the organization of volunteer 
companies, and before the 26th of May,companies,(0t 
each regiment were organized,their services tendered 
and accepted by me, and one of the regiments, (the 
Louisville Legion,) actually embarked on steameft 
for the seat of war. There was a burst of patriotit 
feeling on the occasion, and a promptness in respond: 
ing to the call of government worthy the sons 
Kentucky, wnd for which they justly merit hig! 
commendation. Party strife gave way to the lot 
of country, and the struggle to be first to tender theit 
services, became common every where through 
the state. The dispatch was so great and unex 
ed that means were not provided by government 
pay the incidental and necessary expenses of the 
t| gion. Unwilling that the service should be impede 
| or the brave soldiers who had so promptly steph 
||} forward at the call of theie country, should sua 
.| for the lack of necessary supplies, I did not hesil# 
,| to accept the tender, made to me by an associall? 
of patriotic citizens of Louisville, of money adeq'# 
to pay the expenses and supply the wants of the 
gion. But I am happy to inform you that the 8? 
ernment at Washingion has simce reimbursed 
entire amount expended, and the accounts * 
those who advanced the money have been finalls 
justed and closed. 
“\] should do injustice to my feelings, were 1 9") 
express my high estimation oi the services of quar 
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master genera! Ambrose W. Dudley, and assistant 
uartermaster, Col. William Preston, in bringing the 
account to such speedy and satisfactory adjust- 
ment. The prudence, industry and skill of Gen. 
A. W. Dudley, in keeping the account of the 
state’s expenditure, and managing his difficult and 
mbarrassing department, this result is chiefly ow- 
ine. Other states, less fortunate in this respect, are 
still involved with the department at Washington, 
over unsettled accounts for precisely similar expen- 


diures. 





THE SEAT OF WAR. 





— = 


ROUTE FROM VERA CRUZ TO THE CITY OF MEXICO. 


The New York Commercial publishes the follow. 
ing sketch of the Mexican cities on the route from 
Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico: 

Vera Cruz—The city of Vera Cruz is walled 
around with a fort at each extremity of the waier 
front; the walls on the land side are loopholed for 
musketry. Parapet guns have been recently mount- 
ed on the walls. The city walls are very thick, of 
coral rock; the walls of the houses are usually 2; 
feet thick, and the roofs are flat. Each house has a 
cistern or cisterns of rain water. The city is well 
paved. 


From Vera Cruz to Mexieco—About ten miles from 
Vera Cruz isa stream 200 yards wide, crossed at a 
ferry in scows, or by swimming horses over. The 
next stream, about 30 miles from Vera Cruz, is ford- 
able, and ix also spanned by a wooden bridge called 
Puente del Rey, (the King’s bridge,) and also the na- 
tional bridge. Near it on the right is an eminence 
of about 60 feet, on which is a fort completely com- 
manding the approach and bridge. 

Between these bridges and Jalapa the road passes 
near several heights, from which the natives can an- 
noy invaders on the road. 

City of Jalapa—This city stands on a very elevated 
ground, yet for many miles the ascent is quite gra- 
dual. From the city, Vera Cruz is visible, as is 
also the sea, 90 miles distant. The city itself is upon 
a high hili—highest in the centre, so that the streets 
incline considerably; so much so that no wheeled ve- 
hicle can pass along any of them except the main 
street or road, which has a considerable rise and de- 
scent. The city is surrounded by a wall, and has a 
strongly built church near the western gate, which 
could be converted into a citadel. The streets are 
paved. The houses, as in other Mexican towns, are 
of stone, with flat roofs and iron barred windows.— 
Opposite the city, on the left of the road, is a hill 
from which the road might be annoyed, and shells 
thrown into the town. For the distance of six or 
seven miles before reaching the town the road isa 
handsome and substantial structure of chequered 
pavement, and must have been very costly. 

Perote—At the base of a high mount, bearing the 
tame name, some distance from the road on the left, 
isa cluster of houses, with a church, called Perote. 

Castle of Perote—Opposite, on the right of the road, 
and commanding it in every direction, stands the 
castle. It is upon a flat sandy plain, strongly built 
of stone and encircled by a deep dry fosse or ditch. 
The main entrance is by going over a chevauz de-frize 
by astile, desceading some twenty five or thirty stone 
sleps to the bottom of the fosse and crossing it to the 
tes, which are on a level with the bottom. 


City of Puebla—This city is walled and fortified. 
It is built of stone and the streets are well paved.— 
Contains about 100,000 inhabitants. Here water is 

bundant, but from the national bridge to this city ro 
Water can be obtained—the natives substituting pul- 
que as a beverage. 

From Jaiapa to Puebla there are occasional heights 
hear the road, which if fortified, might annoy invad- 
fs. In fact from Vera Cruz to Puebla this is the 
ase—the travel being alternately over broad unob- 
iructed roads and narrow passes, commanded by 
tights. The road passes through Puebla. The 
‘weblanos have a peculiar character; they are cun- 
ing and courageous and the most expert robbers 
id assassins throughout Mexico, where there is no 
ckofsuch. If an offender is brought before an al- 
de, anywhere else, and is known or ascertained to 
& Pueblano, his condemnation is sure. 

Cordova—A small walled and garrisoned town, 
‘rough which the read passes. Beyond Puebla the 
bad is good till it reaches the mountain of Cordova, 
out midway between the former and the city of 
“exico, where the ascent 1s very rugged and steep, 
ough without defiles. Near the road, at the foot 
this mountain, passes the Rio Frio or cold river, 
ich has its rise in the neighboring mountain of 
"Pocatapet!, 17,000 feet above the level of the seas. 


work on some of the heights of Popocatapet! would 
Mmand the road. 


Faant ee ada. SL 





After leaving the mountain of Cordova the road is 
good and unobstructed, with plenty of water, to the 
city of Mexico. For several miles before reaching 
that city the road is delightful, passing between pa- 
rallel canals and rows of Lombardy poplars. 

The lake of Tezcuco—This lake commences on the 
right of the road, near the city, into which its waters 
are carried by a canal, the latter serving also to drain 
the gutters, &c., into the lake. The so-called lake 
is a large, long and very irregularly shaped basin, 
shallow, and containing numerous sma!! islands and 
covered by myriads of wild ducks. The depth of 
water varies with the season; in the rainy months 
the basin is filled, and then it assumes the appearance 
of a large lake. Being the receptacle of all the 
drainage from the city it is very filthy. The canal 
from the city passes through it, fed by its waters, 
five or six miles in a southeast direction to the small 
fort of Chalco, at the extreme margin of the basin in 
that direction. ‘This canal is used for transporting 
produce into the city and for pleasure excursions in 
gondolas, &c. 

City of Mexico—Like all other Mexican cities this 
has walls and houses of stone, with flat roofs &«. It 
is well paved: a gutter four feet wide passes through 
the eentre of each street, covered by broad flag 
stones, removable at pleasure, all the gutters are 
drained into the canalor lake. The city has many 
large and strong churches and other great buildings, 
easily converted into fortresses. If its walls were 
repaired and mounted with cannon, and well garri- 
soned it could make a formidable resistance to besie- 
gers. 

During the festival days, which are very numer- 
ous, the haciendas for twenty or thirty miles around 
send into the city not less than 10,000 mounted pea- 
santry of the better class, most expert horsemen.— 
They are courageous and skillful in the use of the 
lance, lasso, and machete, which is a large and hea- 
vy knife. Nothing more would be necessary than 
for the padres to go forth into the principal cities; 
particularly Puebla and Mexico, elevate their cross- 
es, and appeal to the bigotry of the population, to 
rally an immense force of blood, active and desper- 
ate men, who would make fierce resistance to an in- 
vasion and if invaders should force their way in, 
assassinations by the hands of so many expert mur- 
derers would soon make fearful inroads on their 
numbers. 


GEN. WOOL’S ENCAMPMENT. 


Parras, (Lat. 25° 26',) Mexico, Dec. 7. 

After a fatiguing and distressing march we have 
reached Parras, one of the most considerable towns 
in Coahuila, and long celebrated for its superior 
wines. We have encamped in a beautiful vailey, 
two miles from town. From this point a very com- 
prehensive view of the town is obtained; you trace 
its narrow and crooked streets, which appear to have 
been planned without method and built up without 
meaning; you see its flat roofed buildings, with the 
long lines of water gutters projecting from each front, 
having the appearance of guns froma fortification; 
you see the hospital, now going as many of its in- 
mates have gone before it; the college, the lesser 
churches in ruins, and the great cathedral towering 
Geet. ~~ * > 

The houses are with few exceptions, of adobe, the 
walls generally plastered and of great thickness.— 
Rude attempts at sculpture are common among the 
better class of houses; the doors and windows are 
frequently elaborately carved. There seems to be 
ao particular order of architecture adopted, but the 
houses have a general resemblance, strength and du- 
rability being the ends partucularly aimed at. Each 
one is a castie of itself, and capable of being strongly 
defended. Parapets to the roofs are common, from 
behind which the most effective fire could be poured 
upon an enemy, without exposing the person of the 
defender. The shops of Parras have been well pa- 
tronized, and the people perhaps have not seen sueh 
prosperous times since the viceroy of Spain rehears- 
ed in their streets the mock-heroics of majesty. Our 
presence has been to them a jubilee rather than a 
devastation, as we should be hailed as deliverers ra- 
ther than be regarded as enemies. ‘The cathedral of 
Monclova is a building of imposing magnitude, being 
nearly 100 feet in front, and about 175 feet in depth. 
The roof is formed by six arches, and supported by 
massive pillars elaborately carved into an architec. 
tural resemblance of the composite order; a stone 
wall encloses the front, with several niches, in which 
crucifixes are placed. The front is plain, the door 
large and elaborately carved. 

At mass this morning the building was crowded 
with visiters from the camp, officers and soldiers, 
Protestant and Catholic, realizing for once the equal- 
ity of man in the temple erected to the worship of 
his Creator. Here, too, the master aod peon kneel 
side by side, murmuring the same prayers, bending 








their knees upon the same ground, sprinkling them- 
selves with the same holy water, and figuring the 
same crosses upon their persons. The attitudes of 
the females when kneeling, with eyes bent on the 
image of the Saviour, are strikingly beautiful.— 
Some of their dresses were rich; none wore bonnets, 
but instead silk shawls or rebozas, or tapolos of vari- 
ous but not gaudy coloring. These were thrown 
over the head and drawn down closely upon the brow 
by the hani. What was most remarkable among 
them, the belles wore bustles of no insignificant size, 
the first I had seen since I left New Orleans. The 
costume of the males is simple and picturesque, par- 
taking of the oriental character. It consists of white 
shirts and pantaloons, the latter are very large and 
flowing, over which leathern ones are drawn, with 
the exterior seam open from the knee down. Sandals 
are the most common protection to the feet, though 
shoes are also worn. 

_ The weather is extremely disagreeahle: the m->-n- 
ings raw, bleak and chilly; the noontime hot and 
scorching; the evenings cold and cheerless. Winter 
creeps not upon us with the slow and solemn pace 
which precedes its advent in more northern climes. 
There is nothing of the mellowness of autumn, the 
dreary hours which the dim and hazy atmosphere of 
an Indian summer always creates; no foliage rich in 
ils green and golden hues, picturing the struggles be- 
tween the reign of youth and the decrepitude of age. 
Nature, indeed, presents the look of life, but it is life 
worn and haggard. 

The country through which we have passed is a 
barren wild, immense mountains on every side, with 
valleys only rich in a thousand varieties of Cactus. — 
These plants are frequently seen bursting from the 
same point, rearing their horrid forms like the heads 
of the hydra froma single stem. Custom eannot 
‘stale their infinite variety.” You here find every 
gradation—all with barbs and needles for the tor- 
ture and terror of man and beust and creeping things. 
¥et, in the language of fiction, of poetry, and igno- 
rance, ‘‘this is the land where Nature has done 80 
much and man so little; the land of golden suns and 
purple skies; the land of the olive and the vine; the 
land where the sublime and the beautiful are con- 
tending for the mastery; where the plants are gar- 
pished with perpetual verdure and enamelled with 
flowers of perennial loveliness, and the mountains are 
crowned with an eternal diadem of snow.” Alas! 
“the enchantment is due to distance, and language 
seems but an unmeaning mockery when thus pervert- 
ed to ‘point a moral or adorn a tale.’ ” 


(Cor. of the N. Orleans Mercury. 








TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS, 


SECONDSESSION. 








SENATE. 
January ll. Vice President pro tem.—Mr. Atchi- 
son, took the chair, and laid before the senate a note 
addressed to him from Vice President Dallas, presi- 


dent of the senate, requesting him to preside until 
the adjournment. 


Mr. Crittenden, disavowing any disrespect to the 
Senator from Missouri, or to the Vice President, dis- 
puted the rightof the latter when absent, to delegate 
the duties of the chair to any one. It was an im- 
portant consideration. Mr. C. moved that the sen- 
ate proceed to the election of a president pro tem. 

A protracted debate ensued, in which many of the 
leading members participated. A number of propo- 
sitions were proposed and votes taken, in the course 
of the discussion. 

Mr. Ciitierden at length modified his motion, so as 
to declare D. R. Atchison president pro tempore of 
the senate until the Vice President shall resume his 
seat. 


Mr. Sevier, moved to lay the motion on the table. 
On this motion the yeas and nays were called, and 
appeared yeas 20—nays 25. 

Mr. Bagby moved to amend Mr. Crittenden’s reso- 
solution as modified,—and it was amended, so as to 
resolve to proceed to the election of a president pro 
tem, as first proposed by Mr. C. In this form the re- 
solution was adopted, and Mr. Alchison, by the vete 
of all th eattending members but one, was elected 
to preside, and took the chair accordingly. 


A number of bills were reported, amongst 
them, 


The Additional Army, and, the Liewlenant General 
Bii—Mce. Diz, from the committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a billto provide for an additional 
Military force, and for other purposes,—and 

A bill to appoint a Lieutenant General, to com- 
mand the military forces of the United States,during 
the war with Mexico. ~ 

A bill was received from the House, for raising an 
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ny; d ret ) 4 | —unnecesssary, and illegally ruined Dy justi mn » OF DY Necessity the track 
commitieeion militery affairs. menced by the president. So he still believed. Yet.| of their present position; and that brought him to the eae evel 
Mp. Alien submitted resolutions for prosecuting the | he was then, and now, and at all: times, determined,| extraordinary pasition of the gentleman from Ney: pet ‘ 
war with renewed energy—by additional volunteers | to maintain the honor of-the country, and, to vote all) York, (Mr. .P. King.] He (Mr, T.) felt no excite. pina Fs 
in; the field—by « appropriating ‘national domain to| needful supplies for the prosecution of peace. But.| mention that point, Opinions were eternally fixed att 3 * 
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14 January 12. Death of Senator Pennybacker, cf Va.) mestic enemy should interfere with the. welfare | gard it'as@ very good time. He thought that it was and genet 
| Be QOnmotion of Mr: Manguin, the reading of the of the country, The democratic party had: been;| best to meet it, and to understand it'now. It was —if any 
nh 1 Journal was dispensed with. lecturing the bouse on moral treason, and gascon-| their duty to look ahead, and prepare for the future, jncumber 
ie t Mr, Archer then rose, and after alluding to the re-| aded a good deal about. patriotism; but when they | He felt no intemperate seat ups the subject time of v 
fi) ie centoccasion which clothed ‘that chamber with an| were called on to trust their own popularity by lay-| Aware that gentlemen differed from him, yet he had in circum 
» 7 expression of the deepest mourning—an occasion on | ing taxes in orderto prosecute the war on.a.scale | no denunciations for them. Those gentlemen were of which 
- + which heidesired to add ‘his testimony {to that which | commensurate with the strength of the country, | surrounded by circumstances different from those as 1 do, ¥ 
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7 ae Mr. A. concluded by moving'the customary reso-| Authorized loans. But when told that.the money |'any interest. But all his sectional feelings ‘were en have com 
Te ul lutions to take order for the ‘funeral, and to go into! could not be raised, they yet refused to tax an-arti-| tertained entirely in subjection to the great princi demn. Ir 
(ie | a mourning for thirty days,a ‘further mark of respect | cle—the most appropriate that could be named—and| ples.on which the constilution reposed, In) that spi- in favor o 
Rate to. the memory of the deceased. one of the most Jegitimate subjects of taxation.—| ‘rit he affirmed every principle laid down by the gen- per defen 
ap The Senate adjourned. But after a ta had wen said, and all the asper- | tleman from eget Se Seddon. } pes such prin- may be r 
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a th i a) of .258 citizens of Dover, N.H., asking congress who loved their country to unite in terminating it. | That was.the ground of justice and right. He asked who struc 
a # tomake use of all proper measures to bring the| It could never end.on the present basis of operations. | nothing -but even-handed justice. Let them stop ihe to all pro 
Atk 5 Mexican war to a close. They had got barren victories. They had given| war of aggresion. He deplored the existence of a power of 
Baty. ‘ Mr. T. B. King, presented a memorial from the; away promotions, But they were no nearer.con-|lust of dominion. Let them beware, The time ability of 
a ti chamber of commerce and citizens of Savannah, | quering Mexico than they were ten months aga. They | might come when they would get a bold man do I forge 
Mi ue for,an appropriation for removing obstructions to tht | had not put adequate force in the hands of their ge-+|as well asa bad one atthe head of the govern. the purpe 
He < navigation of Savannah river. nerals. They were at a stand still. They had not| ment. That Missouri question which had slept for enemy’s c 
ae : : After some minor transactions, the house went| been able to follow up their success. They ordered |'@ quarter of a century—slept, he. believed, to the the force 
meaty ty into committee of the whole and resumed the con- | their general to. terminate the armistice, and follow | satisfaction of every honest and patriotic man in the which ma 
1 eae sideration of 7 a up thw enemy. But would he do so? No. Why?|country—had been resuscitated by the gentleman's pacific re 
ay il The bill to raise an additional military focce. He had not the means to doit. Let an adequate | bill, He believed that onthat compromise the soulh honorable 
ue Mr. Carrolt, proposed an smendment to the bill, | force be called out. He was willing to vote one | had-sacrificed right and principle for the sake of together ; 
ig providing for the. appointment of an additional sur-| hundred regiments, if necessary. But only let them | peace and harmony. ‘The north yielded nothing.— American 
hit geon and an additional assistant surgeon for each | terminate the war. Did they not foresee the pre-| The principles.of that concession the south desired i which he 
ae oA and to regulate compensation to all such! sent difficulties? If not, they were unfitted to ad-| still to cherish in the bigh spirit inspired. by the re 0 order ( 
sell officers in the army, minister the affairs of the country. What then| collections of the past, the proud thoughts of the of men ar 
ita. Mr. Toombs, then addressed the committee. A new | would be his policy? He would tender to Mexico a| present, and the glorious hopes of the future. But can war. 
Lia element had been introduced into the discussion, des-| just peace. [A voice—‘‘He has done so.”] He (Mr. | the south would not submit to any infringement on parallel, ¢ 
7) if tined, like the rod of Aaron, to swallow up all the | T.) doubted that. If the president had really done| justice and right. They did not claim slavery under sent war | 
re. oF others. He would take the liberty of discussing | anything creditable he would readily given him the constitution. It was by virtue of the sovereignly rican col 
ele that, after making a few remarks on the details of | crdit for it. [A laugh.] lt gave him no pleasure to | of the ‘states themselves in which that institution, He admit that 
nae at the bill. He approved of the substitute offered by | denounce the president. But he (Mr. T.) would) existed. They thus held rights which they never Bi supplies ir 
ait the, gentleman from New York, {Mr. Rathkbun.] Its| tender a just, honorable, and magnanimous peace; | relinquished and could not yield. As to the very house for 
at . feature was the mcde of officering the troops. | and if Mexico did not accept it, he would make her, | earnest declamations about the terms on which Calr War with | 
}ag e approved of that feature. The battles of the| That was his policy. They weré able enough to| fornia was to be admitted, he would only say thatthe i the Britist 
ae country should be fought by the people, led by offi’ | conquer Mexico, if they only set about it in the right | blood and treasure of the south had largely shared #0 the ad 
H | { cers ‘of their own choice. By that means they got| way. But the difficulty was, Mexico was stubborn | in the acquisition of that territory, and it might be Bi against it. 
| a off many of the objections which had been jastly | and stood a heap of beating. [A laugh.] He would | 0 difficult matter to expel or exclude those who had HS Supplies ir 
i! i urged against a standing army. He then alluded to| not take an inch of terri ory. On that ‘he had de-| thus acquired it. Did any man in that house, ¢ ringing a 
ee the bill passed ten months ago, for the inerease of | clured his views fully when asked to stand again for| pect the gentleman from New York, who did, he fie such oper 
i the army. Every effort had been made to carry it| congress. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Gro- | was bound to suppose, entertain such. an idea—but Hi American 
i out, and there were obvious reasons that the war| ver] said it was 4 goodly land, and the people were | did any other man believe that one-half the Union holds his ¢ 
i department should wish that plan to succeed. But} half civilized, and therefore this country should an- | could see themselves excluded from that territory’ BMP! alone , 
at ttiere was now a great deficiency to be made up.— | nex it. That gentleman appeared to think that a| Was it to be imagined that the south could be led 10 Bi are dissat; 
H i The volunteers were organized at once, and were| great republic should act from no other or holier | acquiesce in any restrictions on their rights of pro: Becan apply 
meds prom in the field. Many states of the Union} motives than aggrandizement. How were they to|perty? They did not call on the north to help them BB believe ih 
|e ad offered additional volunteer forces. Volunteers, | get indemnity? Do not let them make that an ex-|to “extend slavery.” But the south said that she BYood, yy 
mil ii then, would be raised speedily. The president said | cuse for robbery and plunder. They could seize the |had a right to go wherever she pleased, and | ome, ret 
additional force was needed atonce, He(Mr.T.)| ports of Mexico and levy tribute. But Jet them | terms on which territory was to be admitted, cvulé Upplies of 
agreed in that, snd charged the president with a| make justice their rule, and settle ae fairly as they | be dictated only by the people who lived in it them e army { 
dereliction of duty in not having already exhausted | did with Great Britain, to whom certainly they did | selves. Let future generations act for themselves: It On oui 
all the means bg to him for the purpose of raising | show a tolerably conciliatory spirit of compromise. | The gentleman from New York, would find qui? nlirely th 
troops. “He (Mr. T.) preferred the volunteers who| {A laugh.] He would démand the uttermost farthing | enough to do in legislating for those around ce Mr. Gi, 
were ready to come without any bounty, and were | for the honor of his country. But he would act in | The honorable gentieman—who was imperfect] ‘Mts peri, 
mep on whom the’ country could rely. The volun-| a generous spirit at the same time that he carried on | heard by the reporter, in consequence of his ire: TheSpea 
teers had discovered good sense and impartiality in| the wer in no paltry way, but ina manner worthy | quently turning round to address those behind hia— Mr, Gia 
choosing their officers, and it was safer that they | of a great and powerful race and nation. Nobody |corcluded by an earnest appeal in. favor of a a2 ells wil) 
should choose their leaders. He believed that the} had pretended that the U. States had not, grievances | rous prosecution of the war to a peate, honor rords | 
power of -appomting the officers properly rested | against Mexico; but if they had each a thousand | and just to both countries, and the settlement of SRR ould be | 
with the peoplé: ‘They had no desertions from the tongues calling to Heaven for vengeance, it would | whole matter on terms that would be safe, in “i © United 
volunteers. For these reasons, he was in favor of | not move him to acts of plunder and injustice. He | cordance with the rights of al] sections of the coun NE Cou. tr: 
the. substitute for the bill presented either by the} would demand all their rights and nothing more, by | (ry, and in.a proper sense of the duty which 1 Mr, Wis 
gentleman from New York, {Mr. Rathbun,} or the} resisting that accursed ust of acquisition. The de- | owed to themselves, to posterity, and to all Pr dtleman 
gentleman from Jilinois, [Mr. Ficklin.) On the ques-| mocracy bad yet some lessons to Jearn in the art of | kind. ti ding to 
tion of the war, he should be averse ‘and did not in-| pursuiig noble ends by noblé means. A moparch| Mr. Winthrop. Mr. Chairman: If 1 had ber Bette was 
tend to enter into it but for the declarations of the | might make a conquest to swell his power and his| vilege of selecting my own lime in-eddressing. “vB Y and tha 
president. His (Mr. T.’s) opinions had been stated! treasury. Not so republics. ‘They were to grow | committee upon the subject at present in debalés Mibren, sip, 
tully last session, and they were unchanged. He re-' only by the consent of the governed. His position | should be very little likely to toliow 60 closely UP RBS tTious tn 
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and general character. 


rican colonies in 
admit that there is 


War with Mexico. 
the British house of 
in the administrati 


supplies in t 


are dissatisfied wath its p 


fs perivit me to 


'. Giddings. 


tack Of my ardent and eloquent friend who has 
ed the attention of the house. 
waiting some three or 


But after 


yr four days, and watching and 
straggling for the floor, I am not disposed to forego 
ty opportunity I may have to say what I desire to 
n though I may be under the necessity of 
+ glowing a gentleman of so much power and elo- 
yence as the honorable gentleman who has just ad. 
ressed you. Sir, | am not prepared to vote for the 
pill which is now under consideration. I am not 
ared to vote for it in its present shape. I am not 
prep red to vote for it in any shape under our present 
ircumstances. I have a word or two to say, sir, in 
gard to the details of that bill—in regard to its 
precise provision, and the geheral principles involv- 
But before doing this I will take occasion 
to make a single remark of a more comprehensive 
t Sir, lam not one of those 
—if any such there be in this house—who regard it 
incumbent upon them to vote against all supplies in 
time of war, because the war may have commenced 
in circumstances, or may be conducted in a manner 
of which they do not entirely approve. 
as 1 do, war as an evil which cannot be exaggerated, 
and which by any power of language, or any effort 
of the imagination, can hardly be estimated—depre- 
cating as 1 do the necessity under any circumstan- 
ces, of even seeming to make myself responsible 
either for its existence or continuance—desiring, as 
{ do, nothing 80 much as the peace of my country, 
and the peace of the world, I can yet, sir, see ma- 
ny circumstances—many cases—in which I should 
reaffily vote in favor of providing men and money 
for the prosecution of hostilities, although they may 
have commenced in circumstances that | utterly con- 
demn. In one word, I am now, and always have been 
in favor of providing all requisite means for the pro- 
r defence of the country, whenever its boundaries 
may be rightfully established, and whenever a fo- 
reign army upon our borders, or a foreign squadron 
in our bays, may attempt to invade it. 
stop to inquire what are the merits of the quarrel, or 
who struck the first blow, before giving my support 
to all proper measures of defence, whatever be the 
power of our army to drive back the invaders or the 
ability of the squadron to vindicate our rights; nor 
do I forget that it may be sometimes necessary for 
the purpose of defence to carry the war into the 
enemy’s country, and to do what we may to cripple 
the forces and tocrush the power of the nation 
which may insist upon disturbing our friendly and 
pacific relations; and let me say here, sir, to my 
honorable friend from Ohio, that 1. cannot ai- 
together agree with him in the applicability,to an 
American jJegislature of these British precedents 
which he urged here some days—some weeks since, 
ia order (o animate us all to fight against all supplies 
of men and money for the prosecution of the Mexi- 
can war. Jam not ready to admit that there is any 
parallel, or any comparison even, between the pre- 
sent war with Mexico, and the struggle of the Ame- 
1776. Still less am I willing to 
tha any analogy between a vote for 
supplies in the British parliament and a vote in this 
house for supplies for the prosecution of the present 
A refusal to vote for supplies in 
commons is a call for a change 
on, and no minister could go 
A successful opposition to a demand for 
ime of war is a successful expedient of 
ringing about a change of policy there; but, sir, ne 
tuch operation can be produced by a vote of the 
usé of representatives. 
his office for a given term of years. ‘Ihe peo- 
one can change the administration when they 
olicy. The people alone 
apply the potent styptic—the eau brocchieri, I 
y call it—which can stop the effusion of 
+ Whether they will do 
ome, remaing to be see. 
Upplies of mei and mone 


Regarding, 


] shall not 


Our executive 


[ say again, 





do not find in their example in ‘76, a model for our 
direction now. I turn on that question to an Amer- 
ican statesman—a man distinguished in the last war 
—patriotic and wise—an example not less worthy of 
imitation than that of the eminent men I have men- 
tioned. I have here, sir, a paragraph from a. letter 
of John Jay—a name reverenced by more than one 
person in this bhall—a man of.as pure patriotisin, 
great intelligence, and firm integrity, as ever held 
office in this coontry. The sentiments he expresses 
belong to us all upon such an occasion as this. His 
language is as follows: 
John Jay to Timothy Pickering. 
‘‘Beprorp, November 1, 1814. 

“It is not clear to me that Britain did then expect 
or desire to conclude the war quite so soon. As to 
her present or future disposition to peace, or how 
far it has been, or may be affected by a settled or 
by a still fluctuating state of things in Europe, or by 
calculations of our becoming. more united or more 
divided, cannot now he known. If we should change 
our rulers, and fill their places with men free from 
blame, the restoration of peace might doubtless be 
more easily accomplished. Such a change will come, 
but not while the prevailing popular delusion con- 
tinues to deceive and mislead so greata_ portion of 
our citizens. 

‘Things being as they are, I think we cannot be 
too perfectly united in determinatson to defend our 
country,nor be too vigilant in watching & resolutely 
examining the conduct of the administration in all 
its departments, candidly and openly giving decided 
approbation or decided censure, according as it may 
deserve the one or the other.” 


Sir, ] approve of both propositions, 1 hold that 
while we do what is necessary to be done for the de- 
fence of the country—and | would gladly hear that 
sentiment from the lipsof the honorable member 
from Ohio himself—when a defence may be invol- 
ved directly or indirectly—that we are bound to 
maintain a strict scrutiny into the conduct of the ad- 
ministration. But l am not willing to class myself 
with those who are in favor of withholding all sup- 
plies even under the present circumstances. I also 
must disavow all sympathy with those who are in 
favor of adopting blandly,-explicitly,the measures of 
the administration. Sir, 1 hold no such conduct to 
be either consistent with duty oc called for by pa- 
triotism. Still less dol acquiesce .in the doctrine 
which calls us to remain quiet—silent, under the 
present circumstances, in regard to the origin and 
conduct of the war. 1 have no faith in the doctrine 
that the only way to make peace with Mexico is to 
pause in silence. [believe it is the duty of every 
man to speak out what he believes. Indeed, I know 
of nothing more dangerous to the country than the 
policy which attempts to stifle, suppress,and overawe 
every thing like free commentary or criticism with 
regard to the war. Sir, when the vessels of our 
gallant navy meet with disaster—when they are 
wrecked upon the rocks or stranded upon a lee shore 
—a court of inquiry is instituted, he country— 
government--the Executive consider it due to all 
concerned, that there should be an investigation into 
the circumstances of the disaster in order to ascer- 
tain the cause of it—if carelessness, who is the guilty 
party; or if otherwise, to make it known, But now, 
when the ship of state bas been involved in one of 


the direst disasters which can befal her—when she} P 


1s arrested in the track of tranquil liberty for which 
she alone was ever built, and is found plunging over 
the vortex of a foreign war, why, sir, we here, her 
officers and pilots, denouncing any investigation into 
the causes of the catastrophe, and demanding of the 
country, under the pains aud penalties of ireason, to 
be satisfied with a mere ex parle explanation? Yes, 
sir! Language of this sort is heard from the quar- 


pause | ter-deck itself, not without ominous glarces at the 
it or not, in time to} 


But, sir, a refusal of all 
y to fill up and maintain 
“army for the defence of the country would re- 
part in nothing. 1t would give the enemy 
advantage. 


Mr. Giddings: Will my friend from Massachu- 
otier one word of explanation? 
I yield the floor, sir. 
iddy entleman from Massachu- 
will distinctly understand that, in so many 
expressed the opinion that if the army 
withdrawn within the legitimate limits of 
d States, there would be out one yoive in 
try in favor of a war to repel invasion. 
Winthrop proceéded: | willingly accord to the 
nh the benefit of that explanation. I was 
to the British Parliament, and showing that 
Sno analogy between the action of that bo- 
he American Congress. 
tual while] hopor the memury of those il- 
Mén—Burke, Barry, Fox, and Chatham 


yard arm; and every man who maiutains doubt or 
misgiving witb regard to the conduct of the execu- 
tive, is called upon to shut hislips, or he is giving 
‘said and comfort” to the enemy... We are told that 
in time of peace we may, discuss the subject—not 
when the country 1s engaged in war. So, then, Mr. 
Chairman, if our. governmeat shall content itself 
with some ordinary measure of misconduct—with 
some cheap or vulgar misdemeanor—the people may 
resist to their hearts’ content. But if you would im- 
peach them tor some. flagrant crime, they will find 
impunity in the enormity. of the act, and be salely 
screened behind the mountain of their own misdo- 
ings _ Lhatis the doctrine of the. Executive, and 
the doctrine which has been promulgated ou this 
floor. Though the war is an abominable oulrage— 
though the war originated in the presumption of the 
Executive, and is not consistent with the spirit of the 


constitation and the principles of this government— | 


yet, for that very reason, thal bis thus monstrous 


and unspeakably oulragevus—and l am speaking a0: | 


stractly—you must not do any thing but vote suppies | 





en, 


for the vigorous prosecution of the. war! The ene- 
my will hear it! They will receive ‘‘aid and com- 
fort” from your ultra declarations! Sir, I would let 
the enemy hear—I would let the enemy hear, and 
let the world hear all we think and all we know on 
this subject, rather than that freé discussion should 
thus rudely be torn from us, and rather than that 
the whole spirit of the government should thus be 
perverted and prostrated For one, Mr Chairman, 
I confess that 1 can find no words strong enotigh to 
express my condemnation of this doctrine—the peo- 
ple in time of war to resign all discussion and dis- 
crimination, and to throw the reins upon the neck 
of Executive power, and to allow it to prance and 
plunge wildly where it would! There are many sen- 
timents which Iam willing to avow and abide by 
always, but the doctrine that we are toatand by the 
Executive—where did that doctrine come from?— 
in what soil democratic or republican, has it found 
growth? Whence came the germ—the seed of it?— 
Sir, the voice of the ancient democracy of the coun- 
try is not silent on the subject. There is a voice of 
warning—of rebuke—which I trust will not be 
heard in vain on thisoccasion. Sir, you doubtless 
remember the celebrated controversy of 1793, be- 
tween James Madison and Alexander Hamilton, on 
the question of our neutrality. I beg to call your 
attention to a phrase of two, which I would com- 
mend to the consideration of modern democ- 
racy. 

“Every just view that can be taken of this subject, 
admonishes the public of the necessity of a rigid ad- 
herence to the simple, the received, and the funda- 
mental doctrine of the constitution, that the power 
todeclare war, including the power of judging of 
the causes of war, is fully and exclusively vested in 
the legislature; that the Executive has no right, in 
any case, to decide the question whether there is or 
is not cause for declaring war; that che right of con- 
vening and of informing congress, whenever such a 
question seems to call for adecision, is all the right 
which the constitution has deemed requisite or pro- 
per; and that for such, more than for any other con- 
tingency, this right was specially given to the Exe- 
cutive. 


‘In no part of the constitution is more wisdom to 
be found than in the clause which confides the ques- 
tion of war or peace to the legislature, and not. to 
the executive department. Besides the objection 
to such a mixture of Seterogeneous powers, 
the trust and the temptation would be too 
great for any one man; not such as nature. may 
offer as the prodigy of many. centuries, but such 
ds may be expected in the ordinary successions of 
magistracy. War is in fact the true nurse of Execu- 
tive aggrandizement. In wara physical force. is 
to be created; and it is the Executive will which is 
todirectit. Jn war, the public treasures are to be 
unlocked; and it isthe Executive hand whicb.is to 
dispense them. In war, the honors and emoluments 
of office are th be multiplied; end it is the Executive 
patronage under which they are to be enjoyed. Itis 
in war, finally, thatthe Jaurels ace to be gathered; 
and it is the Executive brow they are to encircle,— 
The strongest passions, and most dangerous weak- 
nesses of the human breast—ambilion, avarice, 
vanity, the honorable or venial love of fame—are 
all in conspiracy against the desire and duty of 
eace. 

‘‘Hence it has grown into av axiom, that the exe- 
cutive is ihe department of the power most distin- 
guished by its propensity to war; hence it ig the 
true practice of all States, in. propurtion as they 
are free, to disarm this propensity of its influ- 
ence. . ’ 

“As the best praise, then, that can be pronounced 
on an executive magistrate is, that he is the friend 
of peace; a praise that rises in its. value as, there 
may be a known capacity to shine io war;,so it 
must be one of the most.sacred duties.of a free peo- 
ple to mark the first omen in the. society of princi- 
ples that may stimulate the hopes of other magis- 
irates of another . propensity, to intrude into ques. 
tions on which its gratification depends, If a free 
people be a wise people also, they. will not forget 
that the danger of surprise can never be so great as 
when the advocates for the prerogative of war can 
sheathe itin asymbolof peace... bhi, 

“The constitution has manifested a similar. pru- 
dence in refusing to the Executive the sole power of 
making peace. We trust, iu this iostance, also, 
would be too great for the wisdom, and the temp- 
tations ‘oo strong for the virlue of a single citi- 
zen.” 


Aod there is another paragraph in the same paper 
of infinitely more importance; _. ‘ “4 
“Those who are to conduct a war, cannot, in the 
nature of things, be proper ur sate judges, whelaer a 
war ought jo be. gomuienced, contin wealon! concludeda « 
They are barred from the latter functions by a great 
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principle in free government, analogous to that which 


separates the sword from the purse, or the power of | see one acre of territory taken from Mexico as the 


executing from the power of enacting laws.” 
Mr. Chairman, this is the language of old-fashion- 


ed democracy, a8 written by one of its ablest and abate something of this false pride, which is hurrying 


most illustrious defenders. How strangely does it 
contrast with some of those doctrines of these mo- 
dern democrats, who are so fond of strutting forth in 
plumage borrowed from the men of other times! I 
feel, sir, that I must omit some things, or pass over 
them cursorily. There is one subject on which | de- 
sired to say a single word. We have beer told that 
those who voted for the bill of May last, voted a de- 
claration of war, and that it becomes not them to 
say aught against the war. Sir, J voted for that bill. 
“‘War,” the President said, “‘existed’”—‘‘war exist- 
ed,” said the preamble of the bill, “by the act of 
Mexico.” War existed, as we thought, who protest- 
ed against that preamble then, and have never ceas- 
ed to protest against it from that day to this, by his 
own act. But at any rate a state of things existed 
which called for the exercise of the war power. It 
was one of those cases where the old Irish maxim ap- 
plied, that the best way to avoid a difficulty was to 
come upto it plump. I voted for that bill, and while 
I had the utmosi respect for those who differed from 
me I have never seen cause to regret my course.— 
But when I voted to give the President the war pow- 
er six months ago, to meet any exigency of war, and 
for the purpose of re establishing the peace of the 
country, are we, therefore, to be held responsible for 
every act which he may see fit to perform under that 
Jaw? Are we called on to sustain him in every end to 
which he may see fit to prosecute that war? It is a 
most preposterous idea, and hardly requires a word 
of reprobation or remark. Let me say, sir, that it is 
for the very reason that | voted forthat war—for the 
very reason that the President holds that tremendous 
prerogative of war, in part imparted by my vote—for 
these reasons, I fee] all the greater right, and all the 
greater apageiion to hold him to his responsibility — 
to inquire of him how he has exercised that power, 
and to what ends he is now exercising it—to call up- 
on him to remember the pledges under which that 
was extorted from us—to call upon him audibly and 
earnestly, however feebly, to pause in his career—a 
career for which that power was never given him, 
and utterly at variance with the safety of our insti- 
tutions. In making some remarks on this war, I do 
not intend in any degree to justify the conduct of 
Mexico. I do not deny—I never have denied that 
we have just cause of complaint against Mexico, 
grossly exaggerated as I believe many of the repre- 
sentations of the President and his supporters upon 
this floor in regard to claims of our citizens for spo- 
liations on our commerce. But! freely admit that 
Mexico has been much at fault inthat matter. Jam 
not disposed to deny that she has been at fauit in 
many matters since thattime. She was wrong in 
not earlier acknowledging the independence of Tex. 
as. She was wrong when she did acknowledge the 
independence of Texas, or was disposed to do so, in 
affixing to that acknowledgment a condition which 
could do her no good, and tnust be considered offen- 
sive to others. She was wrong in breaking off so ab- 
ruptly all diplomatic intercourse with the United 
States, when the act of annexation had passed the 
two houses of congress. She was wrong in not re. 
ceiving Mr. Slidell, agreeably to the understanding 
between the two governments—as | conceive—when 
he was sent upon a mission of peace more than a year 
ago. She was wrong, in my Judgment, in not giving 
a more conciliatory answer to the renewed proflers 
of peace—for which J am willing to give credit to the 
administration now and always—which were made 
to Mexico during the last autumn. And she will be 
wrong again, in my judgment, if, as 1 greatly fear, 
her congress shal] decide to persist in the rejection of 
all proffers of peace. lam not ope of those—and 
perbaps it was that which led me to allude to the 
honorable gentleman from Ohio—1 am not one of 
those who can be understood to say to Mexico, that 
if | were a Mexican, as J am an American, | would 
not lay down my arms while an American soldier 
was on the sorl of my country. No, sir. If I had a 
voice which | believed would reach beyond the little 
circle of this hall—if it were possible for me to do 
what an honorable member from Georgia—uninten- 
tionally 1 am sure—was disposed to charge on some 
of us a few days ago—to reach the ear of the Mexi- 
can rulers or the Mexican people—if I could whisper 
a word in the ear of that intelligent and accomplished 
gentieinan who was known to us all so favorably lit- 
tle more than a year ago—General Al.wonte—and 
who seems now to be about to assume the very lead 


in conducting Mexican affairs, | would say to Mexi- | cuted for such a purpose. 


co, | would say to him, as one who bas been uniform- 
ly opposed to the annexation of ‘T'exas—as one who 
at this moment desires no peace but one which should 


be honorable to both countries, to Mexico as well as | dible. 


to my own country—as one who does not desire to 


result of this war—I would say to her and to him:— 
“Abandon something of these haughty pretensions— 


unyielding defiance, which you seem to have adopt- 
ed, and proclaim upon some terms—proclaim your 
readiness to meet the United States in our amicable 
arrangement of all difficulties!” I would say to her 
that she had done enough to show her respect to prin- 
ciples of true honor or false honor—the plains of Re- 
saca de la Palma, and the heights of Monterey have 
proved sufficiently her spirit and bravery. I would 
tell her that she had nothing to expect from any di- 
visions here—that however we might differ about the 
war—however much disposed we might be to rebuke 
the conduct of our own executive in the commission 
of acts which we considered inconsistent with the 
spirit of our constitution and government, yet she 
need expect no ‘aid and comfort” from the Ameri- 
can people—that that was an insinuation, whether 
coming from the white housé, or any other quarter, 
as baseless as it was base. I would tell her that, on 
the contrary, that in my judgment, and in the opinion 
of all parties, it would be for the highest honor and 
the true interest of Mexico to specify some terms on 
which she could at least meet the United States, for 
the purpose of amicable arrangement. That would 
be my speech to Mexico, and if there were any “‘aid 
and comfort” in it, lam willing to submit to all the 
pains and penalties to which that violation of the 
constitution exposed me. But while these are my 
views, and in which I differ from some of my friends, 
am I therefore called upon to sustain my own execu- 
tive in every act, and throughout his whole career, 
whatever it may be, to give him “aid and comfort?” 
[Here several sentences were not distinctly heard, 
but the honorable gentleman was understood to 
speak of the war as the result of Texas annexation, 
a measure which had been so glowingly described as 
one calculated to promote the peace, prosperity, and 
defence of the country.] Alluding to the “lone star” 
in this connection, he said it reminded him of the star 
described in the vision of the apostle on the Isle of 
Patmos: 
“And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great 
star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it 
fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the 
fountains of waters: 
‘*And the name of the star is called wormwood: and 
the third part of the waters became wormwood; and 
Pmany men died of the waters, because they were 
made bitter.” 


The manner in which annexation was consummat- 
ed was the second cause of the war. Congress dis- 
tinctly recognised a disputed territory—an unsettled 
boundary, and called upon the President to settle 
that question by amicable negotiation. ‘The presi- 
dent proffered the negotiation. I give him credit for 
that. It was rejected. Whatnext? Instead of act- 
ing in the spirit of peace, and laying the matter be- 
fore congress, the executive proceeded to make war 
himself. He proceeded to assert the American title 
to that disputed territory by force of arms. That 
was the direct and immediate cause of the Mexican 
war. But for what end is the war to be prosecuted? 
On this I desire to do no injustice to the executive, 
and I shall therefore quote from the message itself. 
What said the President? 

“The war has not been waged with a view to con- 
quest; but having been commeuced by Mexico, it has 
been carried into the enemy’s country, and will be 
vigorously prosecuted there, with a view to obtain an 
honorable peace, and thereby secure ample indemnity for 
the expenses of the war, as well as to our much injured 
citizens, who hold large pecuniary demands against Mez- 
ico.”"— Message, p. 22. 

*‘ Among our just causes of complaint against Mex- 
ico, arising out of her refusal to treat for peace, as 
well before as since the war, so unjustly commenced 
on her part, are the extraordinary expenditures in 
which we have been involved. Justice to our own 
people will make it proper that Mexico should be 
held responsible for these expenditures.—Ib. p. 26. 

And that is the honorable peace for which we 
contend, and for which these ten regiments are to be 
called out! Why it isa mere money war. There is 
not a word in these paragraphs in regard to vindicat- 
ing the title to any ‘Texan or American territory.— 
He has reduced the war to a mere money war—a 
war for indemnities. Now I differ from my honora- 
ble friend from Georgia, [Mr. Toombs,] in regard to 
that. Whether it be money or Jand which is taken 
as indemnity, | am utterly opposed to any war prose- 
hy, the abolition uf the 
law of imprisonment for debt is one of the triumphs 
of modern civilization. 

Mr. Toombs here made a remark, which was inau- 





<= 
Mr. Winthrop. 1 am glad that my honorable frie, 


disclaims a principle which would carry us Q 
the twelve tables nf ancient Rome. Ear anek 
the construction of one of the Jaws in that co 
creditor could take possession of the body of the deb; 
you to your ruin—renounce those rash resolutions of | or and cut it in pieces, which were to be distributes 

amongst the creditors. And it is this dismembermey; 


According to 


de, the 


which it seems is to be practised now under the hy’ 
mane and christian policy of the United States, in Or 


der to secure payment of a debt from an insolvent 


power. Mexico hasno money. How can she pa 


dollar? This very war is exhausting what little 


means she did possess. It reminds me of the conduct 
of the worthy in ancient times, who said, “1 counge| 
you, in the name of the pest gods, give me your mo. 
ney!’ ‘*What gods?” asked the creditor. “They are 
two,” was the reply—*‘one is named persuasion, the 
other compulsion.” The debtor responded that ha 


had two gods, also—one poverty, and the other jp. 


practicability; adding that the power of the other, 
gods could never exceed the powerlessness of his. 
[A laugh.] ‘That seems to be about the case, go fa, 
as money is concerned, between us and Mexico, ang 
I do not know but she may say that she has three 
gods, and add the power to poverty and impractica. 
bility. (Laughter.} Then it is territory which we 
are to look to for indemnification. It is this lust of 
territory which is the source of the war. I undertaks 
to say, if I had time to go over these documents more 
at length—these very documents sent in at the cal] 
of my honorable friend from Kentncky, [ Mr. Davis] 
I should be able to prove distinctly that before there 
was any war, certainly at the first moment that jt 
was declared, the possession, occupation, and per. 
manent ownership of California, was the great end 
which the government had in view. It is this lust of 
territory—this appetite for more dominion, that 
‘‘grows by what it feeds on,” which is at the foun. 
dation of this war. Texas was a mere stimulating 
junch to prepare us for a more substantial meal here 
after. We think with Sheridan—my classical friend 
from South Carolina [Mr. J. E. Holmes] will correct 
me ifl am wrong—thought ita very good joke to 
make Mrs. Malaprop say that she would “have her 
daughter instructed in geometry, in order that she 
might know something of the contagious countries,” 
[A laugh.] it seems to us all contiguous countries 
are “contagious,” and that we seem about to adopta 
maxim of anott.er character in the same celebrated 
play, who notified his son that he should not dare eo- 
ter the same hemisphere wi.h, nor dare to breathe 
the same air, nor use the same light with him, but 
should be obliged to get an atmosphere and sun of 
hisown. [A laugh.] Every dollar of appropriation 
for this war is expended for what? For more terri- 
tory. It is for more territory, sir, that you appropri. 
ate money for this war. We are actually buyig 
foot after foot and acre after acre of Mexicen tert: 
tory—buying territory which ts to furnish the subject 
of that great struggle already foreshadowed on this 
floor. My time, Mr. Chairman, isso brief that I must 
omit many things; but [ cannot avoid saying at least 
une word on that subject. 1 cannot discuss slavery 
in five minutes, nor do I desire to discuss it if | hsd 
more time. I speak for Massachusetts—lI believe | 
speak the sentiments of all New England, and a good 
deal out of New England, when | say that upon this 
question our minds are made up. So far as we hare 
power—constitutional power—we are resolved that 
there shall be no further extension of the territory of 
this Union, subject to the institution of slavery. ‘This 
is not a matter to argue about with us. We capo 
enter any question with the honorable member from 
Georgia. whether it be just. {t may be that we do 
not consider the institution of slavery a fit thing 1 
be the subject of equality, or weighing in the balaic. 
Nor can we admit by any means that the south galls 
nothing by the constitution itself, in the right to fe 
claim fugitives. 1 think that he lorgets the principlé 
that this slavery is the basis of representation. 

Mr. Toombs here made a remark, but as he turoed 
his back upon the reporter, addressing himself \o Ww 
honorable geatleman from Massachusetts, it was M0 
audible at the reporter’s desk. 


Mr. Winthrop proceeded. I do not pretend to afi 
the case. I intend to deal with itcalmly. I bale 
the north is ready to stand by the constitution W!! 
all its compromises as it now is. 1 do not interés 
moreover, to throw out threats of disunion, whale 
may be the result. 1 do not intend now, or evel 
contemplate disunion as a cure for any imagin@ : 
evil. At the same time, I do not inteud to be dritt 
from a firm purpose, by any threats of disunion f 
any quarter. But let me add, that we ol the 
do not desire, as 1 understand ii—I know my ° 
heart and my own principles, and can at least se 
of them—do not des fe to gain one foot of territor) 
the result of the sent war with Mexico. ‘ 
the abolitionists of the north—and | do not under! 





to speak their sentiments—would not be unwilling 
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be found in combination with the southern gentlemen 


who may see fit to espouse this doctrine. There is 
no-wish on the part of the northern states to have one 
foot of territory as the result of the war. In my judg- 
ment no peace is to be acquired by this war, in the 
way this bill proposes it. It seems to me to be a po- 
jicy of further invasion and conquest. Though they 
might speak of peace, and promise peace, it could 
only be a peace like that which France obtained 
from Algiers. The war commenced in Algeria in 
1829, and one hundred thousand men were now upon 
that soil in order to secure their barren conquest.— 
That may do very well for France, who desire a trai- 
ning field for her standing armies, but not for this re- 

ublic. ~ Whatever gallant armies and great generals 
can do has been done already. Cities have been cap- 
tured—fortresses have been stormed—plains have 
been strewed with the dying and the dead—rivers of 
blood have flowed, but is peace at hand? In what 
vista, however distant, do we see that promised bles- 
sing? I confess that iff believed that the use of any 
amount of force this moment were necessary to esta- 
blish peace, and would effect it at an early period, | 
would be half inclined to vote for it and to establish 
that peace. I would not permit myself— 

Here the hour expired, and the honorable gentle- 
man resumed his seat. The house adjourned. 


Saturnpay, Jan. 9. Appropriation bills. Mr. Me- 
Kay, from the committee on ways aod means, re- 
ported— 

The Indian appropriation bill, for the year ending 
30th June, 1843. Jt amounted to $1,179,324 
Of which, for fulfiling the treaty with 

the Cherokees, 124,000 
For that of the Pottawatamies 110,000 


The navy appropriation bill, for same period;— 


amount required, $8,920,204 49 
Of which, for increase and repairs of 


vessels, 2.500,000 00 
For navy yards, 2,750,000 00 
For dry dock at Brooklyn, 275,000 00 
For marine corps, 320,000 UO 

The army appropriation bill. Amount, 

$29,538,704 25 


Of which, the amount for the regu- 

lar army is, 6,813,373 25 
«for the volunteers, 17,932,331 00 
= do. to 

supply deficiencies in existing appro- 

riations under act of May 13, 1846, 4,799,000 00 

he aggregate amount of appropriations asked for 
those three departments of government expenditures, 
is very nearly forty millions of dollars. The bills 
were severally referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the Union. 

Chaplains. Mr. J. McDowell, offered a resolution 
of enquiry as to authorizing additional chaplains for 
the army, which was adopted. 

Increase of the army. The house went into com- 
mittee of the whole, and the debate upon the addi- 
tional army was resumed. 

Mr. Long, one of the whig members from Mary- 
land, resuuned a speech which was interrupted by the 
committee rising yesterday. Mr. L. said he would 
not stop to enquire as to the occasion for the war, or 
who commenced it. It was sufficient for him to 
know that war existed, to induce him to support it 
and the executive in conducting it, with all the re- 
sources required for a victorious termination of it. 
Mr. Webster had opposed the war of 1812, and the 
people of this country would never forgive him-for 
it, Mr. L. was not for an aggressive war, but want- 
ed a line marked out and defended. Most of all he 
Wished that the administration would not be opposed 
in carrying onthe war. Mr. L. said Mr. Polk is de 
facto and de jure President of the United States, and 
a8 Such we are bound to recognise him, as much so 
asif he was our ownchoice. Our Ringgold, our 
Watson, and our Cross have fallen, and the govern- 
ment and the people were identified with the war. 

Mr. L. concluded by an eloquent appeal to the 
patriotism of the gentiemen upon that fluor. He re- 
minded them that tothem was committed the special 
guardianship and defence of human liberty. They 
Occupied the advance guard of the grand army of 

reedom. To this republic—the world’s hope—the 
eyes of all the friends and followers of freedom in 
every land were anxiously directed. Away, then, 
With all mere partizan feeling,—away with all pal- 
try and fleeting sectional interests of the hour. All 
new that he, too, had his party attachments and his 
party feelings; but, if he knew anything of his own 
Cart, iu all sincerity and with all purity of mottve 
a prepared to render to that administration to 
; a the destinies of the country had been confided, 
oan generous, and ardent support in the present 
pablic crisis big with the fate not only of this re- 
libe tc, but of the great cause of civil and religious 
rly throughout the world. 





Mr: Ficxuim then addressed the committee; in re- 
ference to the course which had been pursued by 
members of the whig party upon the floor, he said 
it seemed to him that they should first place them- 
selves in a position to be responsible for whatever 
was said on their part during the progress of the de- 
bate. But was this done in the present instance? — 
Was there such unity of opinion among them as 
wouldjmake their party responsible for what was said? 
During the war of 1812 there was but one common 
sentiment with the federalists—-that was open, bold, 
manly opposition to the war. But how was it with 
that party now? He found upon that floor but four- 
teen gentlemen who were ready to take the respon- 
sibility of openly opposing the war. Here, then, had 
been a great deal of clamor, a blustering of words, 
but whenever they had been called upon to vote on 
the suoject up tothe present time, but fourteen gen- 
tlemen had dared to have their names recorded in 
opposition to the war. What, then, was the aspect 
of the subject as presented by the honorable gentle. 
men from Georgia [Mr. Toombs] and Massachusetts 
[Mr. Winthrop,] to whose speeches he always listen- 
ed with pleasure, to say the least, because they al- 
ways talked not only well, but sensibly? The ground 
which they or the gentleman from Indiana had ta- 
ken on this subject, formed one class of the whig 
party. There was one class upon the stump upon 
the war question; there was another class for the 
war, among which he was proud to number the hon- 
orable member from Maryland, (Mr. Long,] whose 
eloquent remarks they had just heard. Then there 
was a third class, who voted with Polk, and talked 
with Santa Anna. They gobbled with the turkeys, 
and roosted with the chickens. [A laugh.] Now 
his honorable friend from Georgia [Mr. Toombs] 
had told them that though he was forthe war, yet 
he reserved the inalienable right of scolding the 
President upon all occasions. They were told that 
because they talked about ‘‘aid and comfort,” there- 
fore they wished to suppress the free expression of 
opinion. He([Mr. F.] would say, talk as much as 
they pleased—talk to the four winds of heaven—talk 


till doomsday, when and where they would! But/| 


his friend from Georgia, to whom he had referred, 
remarked. [Here Mr. F. quoted from the speech 
of Mr. ‘Toombs, as reported in the National Intell:- 
gencer. | 


‘We have victories without advantages, and it is 
not the fault of our gallant general in the field.” 

He would attempt to show, as he proceeded, that 
it was the fault of their ‘gallant general in the field,’ 
and that there was an attempt there to place the re- 
sponsibility upon the President, when it properly 
rested elsewhere. He proceeded to quote: 

‘He has done all that could be done with the means 
in his power. After the battles of the 8th and 9th 
of May the Mexican army escaped, because we had 
no means of following up our victories.” 


Yes, sir, ‘the has done allin his power!” Why 
did not he cut the Mexicans off? Why did he suffer 
them to cross the river? He knew that Gen. Tay- 
lor said that he had no ponton bridge; but why did 
not he follow them into the river? 


Mr. J. R. Ingersoll. I will give the gentleman an 
answer ina very few words. Those brave men, 
when they fought the battle of Resaca de Ja Palma, 
had been thirty hours without a mouthful of food;— 
and | ask, if they were then—after that hard-fought 
battle—two thousand against seven thousand—in any 
condition to plunge ito the river and follow up the 
Mexicans? 

Mr. Ficklin. 
battle. 


M Ingersoll. Because they had not time, sir! 

Mr. Ficklin proceeded to read: 

“The enemy, had full Jeisure to fortify himself in 
his strongholds, and, after the lapse of near five 


Why did not they eat before the 


months, our generals were again able to advance | 


upon the enemy with an insufficient force, and de- 
feat him, and again lose the fruits of victory by an 
inability to pursue the enemy after the capture of 
Monterey. That place capitulated on the the 24th 
September. Our government, always brave in 
words, and energetic in giving empty orders, termi- 
nated the armistice; but the army ts unable, for want 
of mere transportation and munitions of war, to ad. 
vance upon Potosi, where the Mexican general 
whom the President furnished the enemy has ‘made 
a stand,and, from our information, isready to fight us. 
The President has, all this time, had ample powers 
furoish men and munitions to our generals. If he 
hav sent the fifty thousand men we authorized in 
May last, the country would have reaped some sub- 
stantial advantages from the treasure and blood 
which she has expended; but, as itis, we are as far 
from conquering peace as we were the day we slart- 
ed io this uofortunate war. When the President 


| determined to cross the Rio Grande, he should have 


done it with an adequate force to produce decisiv® 
results. With the government in the hands of out 
present rulers, we are constantly liable to have the 
nation disgraced in the midst of its victories.” 

And he might add, with the army in the command 
of a whig general, and with the opposition of whig 
members upon that fluor, there was no doubt that the 
war would be crippled. Further, he had found in 
the New Orleans Picayune of the 27th ult. a cun- 
ningly devised Jetter, intended, no doubt, to shield 
General Taylor from what was regarded in the ar- 
my asa failure on his part, which he desired the 
clerk to read. It was accordingly read, as fol- 
lows: 

‘Monterey, Mexico, Dee 9, 1846. 

“In writing of the operations of the campaign, 1 
beg that I may not be classed among the ‘scribblers 
from the army,’ who write only to trumpet forth 
their own fame and that of their corps—doing justice 
to none, injustice to many, aod blinding the people 
as to the operations of the army. Suct letters are 
read with deep regret, for they are disparaging to 
the reputation and good name of the American sol- 
diery. J suppose the people are, end indeed ought 
to be, satisfied with the achievements of the army.-— 
We have accomplished a great deal under many dif- 
ficulties and trammels, and having done so much we 
must claim the privilege of pointing out those diffi- 
culties and trammels, of showing cause why they 
should never have existed, and proving that had they 
not existed we should be much further advanced in 
attaining our object—an advantageous peace. 

‘The fundamental principle in war 13 ‘to operate, 
with superior forces, a combined movement on a de- 
cisive point,’ and no plan of campaign can be prompt- 
ly successful unless framed on this principle, partic- 
ularly where it is the intention to act entirely on the 
offensive. Unfortunately for our government this 
principle did not enter as an element in the present 
plan of campaign, and all operations growing out of 
itare necessarily directly opposed to it. Had we 
met an enterprising enemy, this defect in the pres- 
ent plan of campaign would been rendered much 
more apparent, and its failure much more signal by 
defeat in detail. Suppose Gen. Wool, with his force 
and enormous supply of transportation and subsis- 
tence, had been concentrated on Gen. Taylor, would 
the latter have marched on Monterey with only 6,000 
men, not having more than enough transportation to 
carry subsistence for their;number, and having to 
leave behind him his battery train on that account? 
Gen. ‘l'aylor had not sufficient transportation, with 
a depot as near as Cerraivo in his rear, to transport 
with his army of 6,000 men a supply to subsist it 
longer than two days after the 24th, (the day of the 
capitulation,) and had during the engagement to des- 
patch bis train back to Cerralvo. Had this concen- 
tration been effected, Gen. Taylor would have had 
with his army before Monterey one month’s supplies 
when .he could have enforced an unconditional 
surrender of the town and forces, or followed on 
their rear in retreat and eventually have captured or 
inassacred Ampudia’s entire army. 


‘‘Had not the Chihuahua expedition been planned, 
and had the force and supplies of the army been 
promptly concentrated on Gen. Taylor, we would 
have been before Monterey eight weeks sooner, when 
might have been taken without firing a gun. And 
why was this Chihuahua exzedition a portion of the 
plan of campaign? Was it not reasonable to sup- 
pose that after our victories before Matamoros, our 
enemy would occupy and hold as strategic points 
Monterey and Saltillo, covering the strongest passes 
in the Sierra Madre, and having San Luis asa base 
of operations? San Luis should then have been, in 
the plan of campaign, the objective point, and all 
our energies should bave been exerted on this line. 
As it turns out, Gen. Kearny takes New Mexico 
witbout firing a gun, Chihuahua is taken by a small 
detachment from his command without firing a gun 
| and alter the battle of Monterey Gen. Wool arrives 
at Monclova, and reports his advance on Chihuahua 

as useless, whilst our enemy, whipped at Monterey 

abandons Saltillo and concentrates at San Luis. 
which he never could have done had Gen. Wools 
army been promplly united with Gen. ‘Taylor’s.— 
Owing to this error in the plan of campaign,our ene 
my not only gained time to fortify and fight at Mon- 
terey, but as a natural consequence from it, he also 
| gamed time again to concentrate at San Luis. With 
the combined material of the two armies, the objec- 
tive point—San Luis—might have been gained, and 
| by a decisive action with Ampudia’s forces alone, at 
| that point, the campaign might have heen ended,and 
| probably the war. ‘I'hese are some of the difficul- 
| es under which we have labored, and but for which 
| our army could have done much more for the coun- 
try. By these Gen. Taylor has been trammelied in 
hia operations, aod has not had an opportunity to dis- 
play to the world what he could have doue, had the 
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yee campaign been framed on military princi- 
ples. 

That letter, he said, was written by a person who 
did not ‘wish to be regarded as one of the scribblers 
in the army, but as speaking ex ¢cathedra. He was 
an officer in the army, and perhaps ove of the gen- 
eral’s staff. His letter was endorsed in full by the 
editors of the Picayune. The writer, as they per- 
ceived, admitted that General Taylor would not 
have gone to Monterey with barely six thousand men 
if he could have deen provided with what he deem- 
ed a suitable force—that he was not the man to go 
and lose a battle—thcreby admitting that six thou- 
sand men was not in his opinion sufficient to achieve 
the battle and for other necessary purposes. Fur. 
ther, that correspondent thought that it was the fault 
of the government that the war had progressed so 
slowly. The government had not provided the 
means requisite for prosecuting it with rapidity and 
success—vigor and quick success. He (Mr. F.) con- 
curred with him in the opinion that the war had gone 
on at a snail’s pace, and altogether tooslowly for the 
accomplishment of the objects intended. If it should 
be’contioued to be carried on at the same rate for 
four or five years longer, it would break down the 
popularity of a general Washington even. He had 
understood that General Taylor did not take full sup- 
plies with him to Monterey, because he did not ex- 
pect to have a battle there. But the governnient did 
not furnish him with the necessary amount of am- 
munition. He would have taken Monterey without 
firing a gun if the requisite supply of ammunition 
had been afforded him. There was sufficient time, 
after the battles of the 8th and 9th of May for the 
government to have furnished him with a suitable 
supply of men and ammunition to have enabled him 
to march to Monterey twelve weeks earlier than he 
did, and he would have done’ it if the supplies had 
been provided, it was said. But deduct from the 
whole number of troops sent to Mexico, those who 
had fallen in battle, or were disabled by wounds or 
sickness,and also those who were transferred to other 
commands, and there yet remained 15,000 troops 
subject to the control of Gen. Taylor at the time of 
the seige of Monterey. Why were they not there.— 
He for one had never been able to find a good rea- 
son, on the part of Gen. Taylor, for burying those 
volunteers on the banks of the Rio Grande. Wher- 
ever. the troops were mustered into service, they 
immediately became subject to General Taylor’s 
orders. If through the blunders of the President, or 
the war department, these men had been kept back, 
it certainly was not the fault of the volunteers, for 
they had not an opportunity of showing their valor; 
but ifthe President kad detained them, then he, for 
one, was willing to see the guilt of that matter cast 
upon him. If it was the fault of General /aylor, 
Jet not the lJetter-writers, aud gentlemen upon that 
floor, attempt to shield him, and throw the blame 
upon the President. If they persisted in doing so, 
let them rest assured that the coantry would set the 
matter right. 


He concurred, then, with his honorable friend 
from Georgia, that this war had been prosecuted 
inetliciently, and that it was the fault of the general 
in charge that he was not at Monterey at Jeast eight 
weeks sooner, and that he had not prnsecuted the 
war with more vigor. He had said, in the former 
part of bis remarks, that the whig party was divided 
into three separate classes. He desired now to say 
that he believed that the war would be prosecuted 
by tne joint vote o/ both parties, because the respon- 
sibility would not be taken by the whig party of vo- 
ting against supplies; for, as had been well said by 
the geetleman from Maryland, (Mr. Long,) Mr. 
Webster, who voted against the supplies in the war 
of 1812, had, by that act, brought a mildew—an odi- 
um—upon him from the people, from which he had 
never since been able torise. While Mr. Clay had 
been presented to the people three times for the 
Presidency, and had been a very popular man in eve- 
ry respect with his party, Mr. Webster had been 
kept down, and had never been presented as a candi- 
date for that high office. Mr. Clay was a fearless 
adviser of the present war with Mexico; Mr. Web- 
ster opposed it. The friends of the one would rally 
around the standard which had been thus nobly erec- 
ted by the one, and sustain it upon that floor; those 
who had been the warmest friends and supporters of 
the other, were now beginuing to desert him. As 
authority for this allusion to Mr. Clay, he quoted the 
following passage trou his remarks at the jate din- 
ner at New Orleans: 

“| have been sent to the retirement of private life, 
in which | acquiesce with pleasure, asit gives me an 
opportunity ot recruiting wy health, and fur my owo 
personal improvement. But, although leading a life 
of retirement, l am not alilogether unobservant ol 
the proceedings reluting to the condition, welfare, 
and prospects of our country; and whealsaw around 


me, to-night, Gen. Brooke and other old friends, | 
felt half inclined to ask forsome littte nook or corner | 
in the army, in which I might serve in avenging the" 
wrongs tomy country. [Applause.!? I have thought 
that I might yet'be able to capture or slay a Mexi- 
can. [Applause.] I shall not be able to do so, how- 
ever, this year; but hope success will still crown our 
gallant ards, and the war terminate in an honorable 

ace. 

Mr. Schenck desired to know whether that speech 
was introduced early or late at the dinner. Laughter. 

Mr. Ficktin said he should not attempt to decide a 
question involving the subject of temperance. [Re- 
newed laughter.] He had no doubt, he continned, 
that the war would be sustained by the friends of 
Mr. Clay throughout the Union. He believed there 
was an acequate cause for the war, and should not, 
therefore undertake to repeat what had been said on 
that point. In regard to the continuance of the war, 
all the clamors and threatsof New England would 
not deter them from a vigorous prosecution of it to 
a speedy and honorable termination. All the oppo- 
sition which New England could marshal against 
them was but as the evening breeze compured with 
the tornndo of hostility which was raised against the 
war of 1812. Indeed, he could refer the house to 
extracts before him from sermons delivered froin the 
pulpits of Massachusetts and the editorial remarks 
of various newspapers of that state. published during 
the war of 1812, and denunciatory of that war, and 
even suggesting and using means to paralyze the gov- 
ernment in the prosecatioh of that war. Mr. F. 
here quoted a passage from ‘‘The Olive Branch,” 
stating that “the war (of 1812) was founded in false- 
hood, declared without necessity, and that its real 
object was extent of territory by unjust conquests, 
and to aid the late tyrant of Earope in his views of 
aggrandizement,” together with various other passa- 
ges from the same work of a similar tenor, and 
argued that there were then, as now, a class of per- 
sons who were'so tender-hearted as to oppose the 
government in the prosecution of the war, and thus 
afford “‘aid and comfort to the enemy.” Mr. F. 
concluded with a few remarks on the bill under con- 
sideration, and op iton the ground that it was 
not practicable—that its provisions could not be ful- 
ly carried out within legs thah two years—and that 
a standing army would be entailed upon them whica 
he could never agree to. They had already three 
times too many officers; he would by no means, then 
have Gen. Scott create anew swarm ofthem. The 
question of slavery be would Jeave to those who 
should settle upon the newly acquired territories, or 
to the consideration of the government at some fu- 
ture day, if those territormes: should ever desire to 
come into the Union. 


Mr. Haralson then obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee. He said he would not inquire into 
the causes of the war in which the country was now 
engaged. Perhaps on some other occasion he would 
have an opportunity of expressing his opinions on 
that subject. His object now was to correct some 
(iisapprenensioos which appeared to exist in the 
minds of gentlemen on that floor in relation to the 
true position of things io the army, and in relation 
to the course not only of the general in command,. 
but also of the administration charged with the 
conduct of this war. He hoped to be able to place 
his views before the committee so as to convince 
gentlemen, even the most skeptical, that the kind of 
lorce proposed in the bill would be the moat efficient 
and best adapted to the particular service for which 
it was intended. He hoped to be able to show that 
while he would not at all complain of the conduct 
of the generals employed in the prosecution of the 
war, the administration itself had conducted it with 
an energy which ought to inspire the whole Ameri- 
can people with confidence, and lead them to award 
to that administration the credit of conducting it 
with energy at every step, and at the same time 
evincing uniformly the most laudable desire for an 
honorable peace. In the very communication made 
by the president of the U. States to congress, which 
preceded the declaration of war, he explicitly 
stated that while with one hand it was necessary to 
wield the sword, yet the olive branch was freely 
tendered in the other. And certainly no man could 
desire the bloud of the Mexican people. Peace was 
the great object of ihe United States, acd all regret 
ted that, in seeking the peace, it was necessary to 
deal out the horrors of war. He had heard of av ex- 
pression oiten used in the course oi the debate, and 
it had also been employed in the documents, which 
he must confess he could not exactly understand. He 
had heard a good deal about “conquering peaceé”’ 
long enough. It was now necessary to begin to think 
ol conquering the Mexicans. The Mexican con- 
gress had been sixty days in session, having been 
convened, if he was not mistaken, in the mouth ol 





of its convention. But nothing had been héard as 
of an overture of peace, nor of the-manner jn 
which the proffers made through Commodore Connor 
had been received. No intimations of a readiness to 
sue for peace had yet been made on the part of the 
Mexican people. What then was the condition of 
the United States in regard to the war at the pres 
sent moment? They could not tell what the Mexican 
le would say in reference to the propositions 
which had been made to them. Would to God they 
might accept of them! But they had as yet given ng 
manifestations of their intended course, and 1 was 
altogether uncertain what they might do. Wei) 
then, the American people found themselves call, 
on, by all their patriotic devotion to their country, 
to previde the means for the prosecution of thie war, 
How was that to be done? By voting the men and 
the money which were required to sustain their 
arms. He was glad to find that there were some, 
even of those who disagreed with him, and those 
with whom he acted, in their political views ang 
sentiments, who had freed themselves from all party 
trammels in this matter, and were ready, as patriots, 
to give both the »en and money which were needed 
to sustain the country, and obtain the great object of 
the war. He did not now intend to discuss the ques. 
tion as to the best means of prosecuting the war, for 
that wasa matter which was properly. in the hands 
of those intrusted with the conduct of the war. The 
lapse of a single week might change the whole polic) 
of the governmen: in respect tothe war. The inte 
ligence which the next mail from Mexico might 
bring, might, perbep, demand and justify an entire 
change in the whole line of operations. He knew 
not what a few days might bring forth, and, there. 
fore, all questions connected with the general con- 
duct of the war he left where they properly belong. 
ed—in the hands of those authorised to prosecute the 
war, and who were responsible io the American peo- 
ple for the manner in which it was carried on. But 
they were now called on to vote the means, and a 
portion of these means was embraced in the bill un- 
der consideration. ‘They were called on to vote, as 
additional means of proseculing the war, ten regi- 
ments to be added to the regular military service of 
the country. It was to this particular question he 
desired to cal] the attention of the committee, Gen- 
tlemen had told them—and the idea ran through all 
the amendments—that the volunteer service was pre- 
ferabie in all the exigencies of war to regular troops. 
No man was more disposed than himself to render 
the most grateful applause to the gallant volunteers 
who had with much ardor and beroism pressed for- 
ward in the defence of their country. Their patriot- 
ism, their valor, their devoted courage in ‘he field 
and in the most try ing circumstances were worthy of 
everlastirg remembrance. But it was no disparage- 
ment to them to say that in a war to be conducted in 
an enemy’s country, where they were constantly ex- 
posed to attacks trom hostile predatory bands, al- 
tempting to cut off small detachments, it was desira 
bie to have as many regularly disciplined troops as 
possible. At all events, that was the view taken by 
those who, from their position and experience, must 
be regarded as best abie to form an accurate judg- 
ment on the subject. General Taylor’s own views 
were deeidedly in favor of the augmentation of the 
regular force, and the secretary of war, in his report 
calling for additional regiments, declared the same 
preference. And all military men would, he (Mr. 
tH.) believed, coincide in that view. The regular 
army had placed itself in the highest possible posi 
tion as to skill and bravery. Let them remember 
that the battles of the 8th and 9th of May were 
fought by the regular troops. But be drew no in: 
vidious distinctions. All he desired was to do fu 
justice to all. He would now direct the attention of 
ihe committee to an extract from the report of the 
secretary of war: 


‘‘]t is not possible to foretell, with much precision 
what number of troops the exigencies of the wat 
may require for the ensuing year. The estimates 
presented to the secretary ol ihe treasury have beeo 
made upon the present establishment of the reguisf 
troops, wholly filled up, giving a totai toree of 16,999; 


the war, which will amount to 9,380; and upové 
contingent force of ten thousand volunteers, to be 
organized under existing laws, and called into service 
if peeded. 

“Phe volunteers who have encountered the enemy 
in the present campaign have more. than: justified the 
high expectations iurmes of this description of troops 
but it 1s no disparagement to them to say that are 
gular force is to. be preferred in a war to be pros® 
cuted im a@ foreign country. Besides, considerations 
vi economy are decidedly in favor of troops ongee” 
io serve suring the war. 1 au: most solimnous Lie 
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congress, and 3 . of troops to serve for the wer 
may be raised ren , 
who will claim e-discharge at the end of their year’s 
vice. Those who are now in the field, with the 
ception of one régiment sent out to California, 
*ntered the service under ‘the alternative of continu- 
, in it for twelve monthes:or to the end of the war; 
and it ispresumed they will have the right—at all 
events they will have the permission, if they claim 
the right—to- retire from the service at the end of 
that period, which will expire at the end:of that pe- 
riod, which will expire about the first of June next.” 

The adjutant oor -made use of the following lan- 

uage- read:the extract for tlie double. purpose of 
Fommending the information to the attention of the com 
mitiee, and of showing the embarrassment that. now ex- 
igted. at the recruiting stations, and which might be easi- 
ly remidicd. ‘It might be stated that the term of service— 
five years—was an ébstacle in the Way of recruiting for 
iheregular arfiy. Many men would willingly enlist for 
the war, who would not enter for so long a period as 
five years: But he begged to'read from the report: 

“The. recruiting service has been pushed with vigor. 
Several. companies, much reduced, have temporarily 
broken up, rendering. available more officers. for this 
essential service than otherwise could have been drawn 
from active duty in the field. 

“The whole number of men enlisted from the ist of 
October, 1845, to the 30th of September, 1846, is 5.945; 
being an excess of 2,388 over the previous year. ‘he 
number enlisted 'in October'and November, and to be 
enlisted in December, may be put down at ‘1,500. 

“The raising of namerous regiments of volunteers, and 
the greater inducements to-enter tor short periods, satis- 
factorily accounts for. the want of better success in re- 
cruiting for the regular army. High wages for labor is 


another cause reporied as having a decided influence. 


upon the recruiting service; but more than all, perhaps, 
the distinction seen in the pension laws between the 
private soldier of the regular army and the volunteer, 
and which ‘operates ‘so mew | to the former. The 
widows aud orphans of the volunteers who may be 
killed in battle, or-die of wounds received in the service, 
are pensioned; while. the widows and orphans of the 
reguiar soldiers who die under the same circumstances 
are entirely upprovided for by law. 

“The rank and file of the army, (enlisted men of ar- 
tillery. infantry, dragoons and riflemen), including de- 
tachments, recruits, and recruiting parties, may be com- 
puted to be about 10,000 men by the 31st of December. 

“The objections heretofore urged to the bounty-in- 
hand system, deemed to be valid in time of peace, are 
not applicable to'a state of war. I recommed, there+ 
fore, that the provisions of the 12th section of the 'act 
entitled, "An act fixing the military peace establishment,’ 
&c. approved March 16, 1802, (repealed in 1833), be 
now re-enacted, and continued during the war, und no 
longer. “The impulse given to the recruiting service 
would be prompt, and decisive of better success.” 


Mr. Hunt asked the gentleman when it was contem- 
plated the additional forces to be raised under the pro- 
posed bill would be enlisted and brought into the field. 

Mr. Haralson said he would reply to that inquiry di- 
rectly. It was well known that it was impossible for 
any one to tell. when volunteers could be brought into 


the service. No one could tell with ‘any degree of pre- | 


cision the exact time any description of forces could 
be brought into the field. More than two months since a 
requisiuon had been made on several states of the Union 
for eight or ten regiments of volunteers to serve dur- 
ing the War, and, if he was correctly informed, two of 
the states had not yet Pete 9B with the terms of that 
requisition. He had thought that it would not be proper 
toname them. . He alluded, then, to Mussachuseétts and 
North Carolina. Neither of those states had ‘yet fur- 
nihed, the regiments called for by the executive. It 
came then with an exceedingly bad grace from gentie- 
men to getup there and uccuse the executive with a 
want of promptitude in providing the necessary means 
or the prosecution of the war, when the call on these 
Whig states had not yet been complied with. But he 
(Mr. H.) repeated, it was itnpossible for him to say at 
What times ‘these regiments would be mustered into the 
service of the United States. All that he had to say 
Was; that if volunteers were to be called into service, 
they had ample authority todo so under the act of 13th 

ay of last session. ‘That.act. authorised the president 
‘0 mustes into the service fifiy thousand en, and appro- 
Ptlated ten millions to defray the expenses. The report 
ol the adjutant general showed that some twenty-six 
regiments had been called out, and when the late requi- 
sition was made up, there would be some thirty-two or 
thirty-three thousand volunteers in the service—leaving 
mn thousand still to be ordered out in these twelve 

s, 

Mr. Burt, of S. C., replied to Mr. Thompson’s ar- 
giments in favor of ‘appointing a lieutenant general, 
ind maintained that there was no analogy between 

inducements that influenced congress to autho- 
a the appointment of General Washington to that 
fice and the present. He referred to the corres- 
Pondence between Gen. Washington and Alexander 
amiiton on the subject. That office was created 
- Washington, and for Washington alone. During 
trying exigencies of the war of 1812 with Great 
om no such measure was entertained. Are we 
heeled lo resort to it-in a war with Mexico? We 

*e how 25,000 men in the field, and we have a 


the place of those volunteers | 





Taylor-and a Scott,—yes, a Scott. Who were the 

"s proposed te ‘be superceded? One that has 
won every battle in which he has been engaged,— 
one that, at its last session this house was heaping ho- 
nors upon, and voted him a gold medal, and authori- 
zed an additional major general to the U. States ar- 
my on the purpose that the executive might appoint 
him to the station. He was appointed in accordance 
with the.general sentiment of the nation,— 

The bammer of the chairman feil. Two o’clock, 
the hour at which the house had resolved that debate 
on the bill in committee shall terminate, hed arrived, 
and the committee proceeded to vote upon the seve- 
ral amendments proposed. 

Mr. Haralson, moved to add the words “during the 
war with Mexico,” to a clause of the first section, 
and ‘‘buglers” to another clause, these and’ several 
other verbal amendments were adopted. 

Mr. Ashmun, moved to insert “4nd: provided further, 
That it shall not be lawful to appoint to any of the 
offices authorized by this act, any member of the 
present-congress of the United States.” Adopted— 
ayes 97, nays 76. 

Mr. While, proposed to amend the first section by 
adding, ‘‘that all officers and privates raised in vir- 
tue of this. act, shall be forthwith discharged upon 
a cesassion of hostilities with the republic of Mex- 
ico.” 

‘On this question tellers were called for. The 
amendment was agreed to—ayes 94, nays 49. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, proposed to insert “that all 
officers who are incompetent or disqualified to dis- 
charge the duties of such office, be discharged.’’— 
Rejected. 

Mr. Haralson, moved to strike out the 5th section 
of the bill. The law just passed for encouraging 
enlistments rendered the section superfluous. It was 
struck out accordingly. 

Mr. Tibbatis’ amendment. Volunteers entering for 
and during the war, on being honorably discharged 
at its termination, to be entitled to three months ad- 
ditional pay, and 160 acres of public land, and that 
$15 bounty be given for enlisting, five on entering, 
aod tep on being mustered into service. Non-com- 
missioned officers or privates in the U. States army, 
who re-enlist, or volunteers under this act to be en- 
titled to 300 acres of land on being honorably dis- 
charged. The widow or representative of the regu- 
ler soldier, volunteer, or militiaman who is killed or 
die in the service of the U. States, shall be entitled 
to the same quantity of public land that said person 
would have been entitled to; and lastly, an extra 
bounty of six months half pay for persons whose 
time may expire, for re-enlisting. 

Mr. Haralson, hoped his friend from Kentucky 
would withdraw this amendment. Mr. Tibbatis de- 
chned to do so. 

A number of amendments were proposed to Mr. 
Tibbatts’ amendment, some of which were adopted, 
others rejected. The question was then taken on 
his amendment as amended, and it was rejected. 

Mr. Haralson, proposed an additional section to the 
bill, authorizing an engineer corps, which was re- 
jected—ayes 83, nays 85. 

Mr. Carroll, from the military committee, propos. 
ed an additional section, authorizing five additional 
surgeons and fifteen additional assistant surgeons in 
the regular army, and one surgeon and one addition- 
al surgéon to each regiment authorized by this act; 
which amendment was adopted. 

Another amendment, submitted by Mr. Boyd, from 
the military committee, relative to the ordnance de- 
partment, was rejected. 

Mr. Tibbatts, proposed as an amendment, an in- 
crease of duties under the tariff of 1846, which was 
ruled out of order. He appealed from the decision, 
but without effect. 

Lieutenant general. Mr. Jacob Thompson, proposed 
as an amendment, an additional section, authorizing 
the appointment of a lieutenant general to take com- 
mand of the army. 

On this question, tellers were demanded, and 
great interest was excited. 

The vote stood—ayes 84, nays 67. 
present did not vote. 

Mr. Rathbun’s substitute for the bill came next io 
order. It proposed substituting volunteers instead of 
regular troops, to carry on the war with. 

After being slightly modified, the substitute bill 
was adopted—ayes 96, nays 88. 

The committee then rose, and reported the sub- 
stitute bill to the house. 

Lieutenant general, again. Mr. Thompson, now re- 
newed his motion to amend the bill by inserting a 
provision for the appointment of a lieutenant gene- 
ral to take command of the army. 


The yeas and pays were demanded, and appeared 
ae follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Benton, 
Jas. Black, Bowden, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brock- 
enbrough, Wm. G. Brown, R. Chapman, Chase, Chip- 


Ffty members 























man, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Gullom, Cunningham, Dan- 
iel, De Mott, Douglass, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erdman, Fa- 
ran, Foster, Fries,Garvin, Gordon,Grover, Hamlin, Har- 
manson, Hastings, Henly, Hoge, Hough, G. S. Houston, 
Hungerford, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jas. H. Johnson, Jos. 
Johnson, G. W. Jones, S. Jones, aa hiien, Sen pedy > 
P. King, Leake, Leib, La Sere, Lumpkin, McClean, 
McClernand, McCrate, McDaniel, Jos. J. McDowell, 
Jas. McDowell, MeKay, John P. Martin, B. Martin, 
Morse, Moulton, Norris, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, 
Pilsbury, Rathbun, Roberts, Russell, Sawyer, Scam- 
mon, Leo. H. Sims, Rohert Smith, Stanton, Starkwea- 
ther, St. John, Strong, Jas. Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Treadway, Wheaton, Wick, and W3i- 
liamis—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkin- 
son, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Jas. A. Black, 
Blanchard, Brodhead, M. Brown, Buffington, Burt, W. 
W. Campbell, J. H Campbell, Carroll, Cathcart, J. G. 
Chapman, A. A. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cot- 
trell, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Dargan, Darragh, G. 
Davis, Delano, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, D -ckery, 
Edsall, J.H Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, 
Giddings, Giles, Graham, Grider, Grinnell. Hale, Ham- 
pton, Haralson, Harper, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, I. E. 
Holmes, Hopkins, J. W. Houston, E. W. Hubbard, S. 
1). Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, J. B. Hunt, 
Hunter, Jos. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, A Johnson, Daniel 
P. King, T. B. King, Lawrence. Leffler, Levin, Lewis, 
Long, Maclay, McClelland, Meisaughey, McHenry, 
MclIivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven. Owen, 
Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Reid, Ripley, Ritter, Ju- 
lius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtell, 
Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Simpson, Tru- 
man Smith, A. Smith, Thos. Smith, C. B. Smith, Ste- 
phens, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, B. Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Towns, Trumbo, Vance, 
Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood- 
ruff, Woodward, Wright, Young, and Yost—120. 

So the amendment was negatived—ayes 90, nays 
120. 

The next question was upon concurring in the re- 
port of the committee of the whole. On this the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and stood as follows: 

“PF CAS— Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 
mun, Barringer, Bell, Benton, Blanchard, Milton Brown, 
Buffington, Wm. W. Campbell, J. H. Campbell, Car- 
roll, J. G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Cro- 
zier, Culver, Cummins. Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, 
De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. 
Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, Gentry. Giddings, Graham, Gri- 
der, Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, 
Hilliard, Hoge, E. B. Holmes, John W. Houston, S. 
D. Hubbard, Hudson.Washington Hunt, Jas. B. Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel 
P. King. Preston King. T. B. King, Leib, Levin, Lewis, 
Long, McClernand, McGaughey,McHenry, Mcllvaine, 
Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Norris, Pendleton, Pilsbury, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, 
J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawyer, Schenck, Sea- 
man, Séverance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Robt. Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Thibodeaux, 
Thomasson. Benj. Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Trum- 
bo, Vance, Vinton. Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wil- 
mot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Wright, Young, and 
Yost—103. 


NA YS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, 
Bedinger, Jas. Black, Jas. A. Black, Bowdon, Bows 
lin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Broadhead, Wm. G. Brown, 
Burt, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chapman, R. Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman. Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cot- 
trell, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Dilling- 
ham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, Foster, Fries. Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Ha- 
ralson, Harmanson, Hastirgs, Henley, I. E. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, Geo. S. Houston, Edmund W. Ha- 
bard, Hungerford, [iunter, Chas. J. [ngerso!!, James H. 
Johnson, Jos. Johnson, Geo. W. Jones, 8. Jones, Kauf- 
man, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, McCielland, Me- 
Crate, McDaniel, Jos. J. McDowell, Jas. McDowell, 
McKay, John P. Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Ni- 
ven, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Reid, Relfe, 
Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, 
Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Stanton, Starkweather, 
St. John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Treadway, Wick, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—104, 

So the substitute bill was rejected. 

The bill from the committee on military affairs, as 
amended in commitiee of the whole, was now be- 
fore the house. 

lt was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and was read a third time. 

The previous question was called for upon its pas- 
sage by Mr. Boyd. A motion was made to adjourn, 


‘on which the voie stood—ayes 92, nays 91. The 


Speaker voted in the negative, and it was Jost,—-but 
being soon renewed, the motion prevailed—ayes 70, 
nays 49. The house accordingly adjourned. 


Monpay, Jan. 11. The Oregon territory bill, being 
the special order of the day, the house went into 
commitiee of the whole and commenced a spirited 
debate on ite provisions, which occupied most of the 
day. 

Dronery notes and loan bill. Mr. McKay, from the 
committee on ways und means reported a bill autho- 
rizing the issue of $23,000,000 in. treasury notes, 
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none to be of less denomination than $50, and to 
bear interest not exceeding six per cent., redeema- 
ble within two years, and convertible at pleasure of 
the holders into United States stock; 
' Or, at the pleasure of the president, authorizing a 
Joan to that amount, to bear interest of six per cent. 
The proceeds of the public lands are pledged for 
the payment of the principal and interest of said 
n. 
The bill was referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the Union. 
The house adjourned. 


Tvespay, Jan. 12. After a number of personal 
explanations by different members— 

The additional army bill, as reported by the com- 

mittee on military affairs and subsequently amended, 
was on its final passage, and the yeas and nays were 
ordered when the house last adjourned. 
' Mr. Boyd, of Ky., stated that the bill as it now 
stood, was confessedly defective. He enquired if a 
motion to reconsider the previous question was in 
order. 

The Chair. 
of the house. 
Mr. Boyd, asked the house to accord their consent. 
He wished to offer several amendments, the most 
important of which was, that the troops raised should 
be disbanded immediately on the close of the war 

with Mexico. 

Mr. Ashmun, would object, unless a prohibition of 
members of the present congress to offices created 
by the bill was introduced. 

Mr. Boyd, was opposed to that, but would consent 
for the sake of saving his other amendments. 

The house now got into an endless labyrinth on 

ints of order, on which much was said. 

Finally it was agreed in the first place to take the 
yeas and nays on the passage of the biil as it stood 

Mr. Boyd, now moved a reconsideration, which 
was carried—ayes 137, nays 55. 

Mr. Boyd, then proposed the following bill, as a 
substitute for the bill from the military committee, 
and on which he called for the previous question: 

A BILL to raise for a limited time an additional 
military force, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, &c., That in addition to the present 
military establishment of the United States, there 
shall be raised and organized, under the direction of 
the president, for and during the war with Mexico, 
one regiment of dragoons and nine regiments of in- 
fantry, each to be composed of the same number and 
rank of commissioned officers, non-commissioned 
officers, buglers, musicians, privates, &c. as are pro- 
vided for a regiment of dragoons and infantry re- 
spectfully under existing laws, and who shall receive 
the same pay, rations, and allowances, according to 
their respective grades, and be subject to the same 
regulations, and to the rules and articles of war: 
Provided, That it shall be lawful for the President 
of the United States, in the recess of the senate, tu 
appoint such of the commissioned officers authorized 
by this act as may not be appointed during the pre- 
sent session, which appointments shall be submitted 
to the senate al their next session for their advice 
and consent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, during the 
continuation of the war with Mexico, the term of 
enlistment of the men to be recruited for the regi- 
ments authorized by this act, shall be during the war 
with Mexico, unless sooner discharged. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be and he is hereby autho- 
rized, by and with the advice and consent of the se- 
nate, to appoint one additio .al major to each of the 
regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and rifle- 
men in the army of the United States, who shall be 
taken from the captains of the army. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, ‘That to each of 
the regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and 
riflemen, there shall be allowed a regimental quar- 
termaster, to be taken from the subalterns of the 
line, who shall be allowed ten dollars additional pay 

r month, and forage for two horses. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers, musicians, and privates authorized by this 
act shall insmediately be discharged from the service 
of the United States at the close of the war with 
Mexico. 

The substitute was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the final passage 
of this substituted bill; the yeas and nays were call- 
ed, and stood—ayes 171], nays 34. 

{The yeas and nays will be inserted in our next.] 

Oregon territorial bill, being the special order of the 
day, the House went into a committee of the whole, 
and proceded to its consideration. 


Not without the unanimous consent 


The qualification for voters—and for office—whether | rica. 


debated and various propositions urged respecting 
them severally. At four o’elock the committee 


rose. 
ion bills——Mr. McKay from the commit- 

tee on ways and means, reported, 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bills for the 
year ending 20th June 1848. 
The eivil and diplomatic bill does not differ much 
from the estimates. Among the items, however, are 
$10,375 for the payment of the sub-treasurers, and 
$4,500 for a Charge des Affaires for Peru. The es- 
timates are 


Members of congress $755,000 
Contingent 150,000 
Officers 39,000 
Senators, contingent. 75,000 


The House adjourned. 
Wepnespay, Jan. 14. The solemnities of Sena- 
tor PENNYBECKER's funeral took place. 
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THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 





PERSONAL EXPLANATION OF MR. PRESTON KING, OF 
NEW YORK. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JAN. 5, 1847. 


[The importance which the party Journals attach 
to the following explanations induces us to insert 
them at Jarge. It is asserted by some of the papers 
that the speech was substantially at least, prepared 
at Albany by the partizans of Gocernor Wire, 
and that they express the future policy recognized by 
the Northern democracy. The Albany .4rgus en- 
dorses Mr. King’s remarks. ] 

Mr. Preston King asked leave to make a personal 
explanation; leave being unanimously given, Mr. 
King said: 

Mr. Speaker—I find in the Union of this morning» 
a paragraph alluding, 1 presume, to a bill which I 
yesterdary asked leave to introduce. The editor of 
the Union, it is very evident, mistakes the purpose of 
the bill. I desire briefly to state the reasons and 
opinions which induced me to propose the measure; 
and that I may not be misunderstood, I have written 
what I propose to say. Sir, in proposing to intro- 
duce that bill, I had no intention to interfere with or 
anticipate the action of the standing committee from 
which st came to the house at the last session; but 
was governed solely by the desire to bring the sub- 
jects, presented by the provisions of the bill, to the 
early consideration and action of the house. The 
bill embraces two principal features—one placing an 
amount of money at the discretion of the president, 
to be used in negotiating a peace with Mexico, if an 
opportunity shall occur when the president shall 
deem it proper to use this money in negotiating a 
treaty of peace; the other excluding slavery from 
any territory which the United States may hereafter 
acquire, being the provision offered by the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wilmot], and 
adopted as a part of this peace measure by the house 
of representatives in August last. I will frankly 
say, that if 1 had not supposed that there was a dis- 
position in some quarters silently to give the free 
principle of the Wilmot proposition the go-by, and 
by smothering and avoiding action upon it to give 
further extension to the dominions of slavery at the 
expense of free territory, 1 should not at this time 
have brought forward this bill. The president re- 
commended, and reiterates his recommendation, of a 
jaw granting the two millions. 

Mr. Payne here rose and said: I rise to a point of 
order. In making a personal explanation, the gen- 
tleman had no right to go into a general speech, in 
explanation and defence of a bill, which has been 
submitted to congress for its action. 

Mr. R. Chapman, (without rising). 

Mr. Wentworth. 
liberty to proceed. 

Mr. Payne. J ask a decision of the chair. 

‘The speaker. It is not the business or duty of the 
chair to decide what constitutes a personal explana- 

tion. Gentlemen are as competent to decide that, as 
is the speaker. All rules have been suspended, and 
itis not the province of the chair, to say, whether 
the gentleman is out of order, when there is no rule 
governing him at present. 

Mr. Payne. Does the “hour rule” apply? [laughter. } 

The speaker. Oh! certainly! [renewed Jaughter.] 

Mr. King proceeded—If coupled with the Wilmot 
proviso, | would cheerfully grant the money. But | 


Certainly not. 
1 hope the gentleman will have 








would have the free principle of the Wilmot proviso 
| enacted into law, whether this bill passes or not.— 
The time has come when this republic should de- 
clare by law that it will not be made an instrument 
to the extension of slavery on the continent of Ame- 
That the boundaries, institutions and princi- 


juhabitants not naturalized should or should not have | ples of our republic must and will extend, there can 


the right of suffrage—whether the Missouri compro-| be no doubt. The present war must result in an ex- 
mise should extend over said territory—ail were! tension of the territory of the United States. A 


a 
peace honorable to this conntry cannot be concluded 
without indemnity from Mexico in territory.  {¢ jg 
whispered that it will not do to propose a jaw tha 
any territory should be free territory, because , 
southern administration will take no territory unleg 
it shall be so arranged that the territory shall b, 
open to slavery. [ will not listen to or harbor 89 
monstrous an idea. Every inch of Texas was yielde, 
to slavery. 1 know that it was reluctantly yieldeg 
to the possession of slavery by many who supposeg 
the acquisition of Texas might be hazarded by any 
dissension about the terms so strenuously insisted uno, 
by the representatives of the slave states; but, with 
Texas, the extension of slavery, it was sup 
would stop. it was hoped the south would not de. 
sire to carry it where it does not now exist. Is this 
so? The two millions are distinctly, urgently, fang 
repeatedly recommended by the president to be a 
propriated. There is no other purpose for which 
this appropriation can be wanted, except in conney. 
ion with a cession of territory by Mexico. Mexico 
already owes us unpaid indemnities for acknowledy. 
ed and adjudicated spoliations on our commerce. | 
repeat, we must have territory from Mexico, and 
there can be no harm or impropriety in stating what 
circumstances and every action of our government 
proclaims to the world as clearly and as unerringly 
as words could do. 


Shall the territory, now free, which shall come 
under our jurisdiction, be free territory, open to set. 
tlement by the laboring man of the free states, or 
shall it be slave territory, given up to slave labor?— 
One or other it must be—it cannot be both. The 
labor of the free white men and women, and of their 
children, cannot, and will not, eat and drink, and lie 
down, and rise up with the black labor of slaves—free 
white will not be degraded by such association. If 
slavery is not excluded by law, the presence of the 
slave will exclude the laboring white man. The 
young men who went with their axes into the fo- 
resis, and hewed out of the wilderness such states 
as Ohio, and Indiana, and Michigan, and Illinois, 
and lowa, and Wisconsin, would never have con- 
sented, i the workshops or in the field to be coupl- 
ed with negro slaves. These powerful common- 
wealths have sprung up in the great West wathin the 
memory of a single generation, free, populous and 
flourishing by the wisdom of the legislation uf the 
men of the revolution. One act of this government 
did more for them than all other acts of legislation, 
it was the ordinance of July, 1787, by which slavery 


ever proibited in all the territory of the U. States 
north and west of the Onio river. The brave and 
patriotic generation who achieved our independence 
and established the republic, did not hesitate about 
passing such an act. ‘They thus saved these now 
populous and powerful states froin the evils of slave- 
ry and a black population. Shall we hesitate to do 
the sa:ve thing for territory where slavery dues now 
exis? 1 trust not. The man who has wealth or 
credit to purchase a plantation, and become the 
owner of slaves, may settle and reside without social 
degradatiun in a country where slavery exists. Notso 
with the laboring white man. He cannot go without 
social degradation, and he therefore will not go. He 
is excluded quite as effectually as he could be by 
law. The mere presence of slavery, wherever it 
exists, degrades the condition, the respectability, the 
character of jabor. A false and mischievous pubiic 
opinion regarding the condition and respectability of 
labor is produced by its presence; and false aud re- 
creant to his race and to his coustituency would bo 
any representative of free white men and wome 
who should, by his vote, place free white labor upon 
a condition of social equality with the labor of the 
black slave. Equally faise would he be who, upoi 
any pretence, should by maction and evasion of the 
question, produce the same degrading result. 

Vhe measure which 1 had the honor to propose 
presented this ‘subject to the house. I cannot, aod 
of course do not, cluim any originality in the priocr 
ples of the bill, one feature of which comes from the 
earnest recommendation of the president in his spe 
cial message to congress of the jast session; the other 
from the motion of my friend from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Wilmot] and the adoption of his proposition by 
the house when the bill was considered and passed. 
The bili is again, in the annual message of the pre 
sideut, at the opening of the present session, strongly 
recommended to the favorable attention of congress’ 
the history of the measure is known to the nouse 
and the country. It passed the house ol represen: 
latives at the last session, late on the Saturday 
night next preceding Monday, the LOth of August, 
on which day congress had decided to adjouru at - 
o'clock at noon. Many other important bills wer 
still pending in the senate, to be decided in the ao 
noon of Monday, and tis bill, taken up in ihe “ 
hour of the session of the senate, did not receive \ 





and involuntary servitude, except for crime, was for- | 
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‘ ton of 2 vote upon its passage, but was lost 
bt paring been it upon, and without the de- 
te of the senate. This measure, In a time of 

ar, is recommended by the president, und should 
be acted on by congress as a peace measure; and it 
is evident to the poanicy and to the world, that how- 
ever vigorously it may be deemed just and proper to 

rosecute the war, while war or causes of war ex- 
rt still the desire for honorable peace is a senti- 
ment strong as ever with our government; and this 
measure, recommended by the president, is evidence 
{hat no intention exists in negotiating a peace to de- 
mand terms other than such as are honorable both to 
this country and to Mexico. Of the causes of the 
war, or the manner in which it commenced, it would 
scarcely be proper for me now to speak; even if 
it were, these topics have been discussed at very 
considerable length by those much more able to elu- 
cidate them than lam. Iam one of those who be- 
lieve 2 war with Mexico was inevitable, after the 
gnnexation of Texas, upon the terms selected by pre- 
sident Tyler, should be consummated. Whether the 
alternative mode presented by congress, or any other 
mode or terms would have avnided war, it is now, 

rhaps useles to inquire. The annexation of Texas 
tothe United States was believed to be desired by 
the people of both countries, and Texas was annex- 
ed. The right of annexation by two independent 
nations cannot be questioned. But to obtain posses- 
sion Of ‘Tamaulipas and Chihuahua, between the 

Nueces and the Rio Grande, where the Mexicans 
held disputed possession, and to get Santa Fe, where 
the Mexican authorities and people held undisputed 

ossession, the use of force was necessary. ‘T’he use 
of force between nations to decide a disagreement 

between them, is war. The use of force and of mi- 
litary power was necessary, 1 repeat, to expel the 
Mexican authorities from all these provices claimed 
by Texas, unless Mexico should cede them by nego- 
tiation. But Mexico not only refused to abandon 
Tamaulipas and Chihuahua, between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande and Santa Fe, on the north of Texas, 
but she even asserted a claim upon Texas itself, and 
declared that the annexation of Texas to the United 
States would be regarded by her as an act of war on 
the part of the United States against Mexico. When 
measures for the annexation of ‘l'exas were adopted 
by our government, Mexico withdrew her minister 
from Washington, refused to renew negotiations, and 
prepared to wage war. In the valley of the Rio 
Grande, on the Texan side of that river, the armies 
of the two nations met, hostilities commenced, and 
actual war was waged. There can be no doubt 
of what is the duty of every good citizen of the 
United States in a state of war. The enemies of the 
country should be his enemies—her friends his 
friends. A cordial support and vigorous prosecution 
of the war should be sustained while the war lasts. 
The war should be terminated whenever an honora 
ble peace can be obtained, and not before. The bill 
which I propose, and still propose to introduce, 
looks to such a termination of the war, while its 
first feature—the two million appropriation—more 
clearly discloses what it would be in vain to deny, 
or ailempt to conceal, that the acquisition of ter- 
titory, at least of the Californias and New Mexico, 
as an indemnity for the war, as well as for previous 
wrongs and injuries against our government and ci- 
tizens, will be insisted upon by the government of 
the United States, but upon terms liberal and hono 
rable to Mexico. It contains also a principle 10 the 
provision, proposed by my friend from Pennsylvania, 
more important that the war itself. A principle 
with which Mexico, in arranging her terms of peace, 
has nothing to do, and wath which | do not under- 
sland that it is proposed by anybody, she ihould have 
anything todo. lt is no subject of treaty specula- 
lion unless the treaty making powers of the two go- 
Yernments, shall, of their own free will, choose to 
make it so. It is a question purely our own, and 
perlaining exclusively to the United States. This) 
Principle excludes slavery from any territory which 
may hereafter be added to this country. This prin- 
tiple 1 deem to be of vital importance; and should 

very much gratified if it could receive the unant- 
mous assent and approbation of congress. ‘This, 
owever, 1 do not expect. The same interest which 

Pertinaciously insisted upon extending slavery over 

exasstiil desires, | apprehend, its furtaer exiension. 

‘bisshould not be so. For the existence of slavery 
in the U. States the government of the republic is not 
tesponsible. It was planted here while the country 
Was colonies of G. Britain; and its existence or con- 

lwuance is not a question for the government of the 

Union—it belongs exclusively to each state for itself. 
the bill proposed presents no question of abolition- 
‘@. It is the antagonist of abolitionism, deuying 
‘OY Constitulioual power in the federal government 
©meddie in any way with the existence of slavery 
Within the limits of a state. No free state in the 





union has ever held or asserted the right or authority 
of the federal government to abolish or interfece 
with slavery in any state. But while every free 
state has of Wl maintained, and stands ready to 
maintain, the constitution in all its compromises—it 
cannot be supposed the people of the free states 
will approve the exertion of the power of the fede- 
ral government to extend indifinitely the institution 
of slavery over territory which is now free. With 
the abolition of slavery the congress of the union can 
have nothing to do; but it would be an equally wide 
departure from the constitution, and from. every 
sound principle upon which our republican institu- 
tions are founded, that the government of the United 
States should be instrumental in extending slavery 
in any direction, or in converting free territory into 
slave territory. To avoid this result, it is necessary 
that congress shall provide by law against the ex- 
istence of slavery in any territory which hereafter 
may become the territory of the United States, and 
which shall not be included within the limits of a 
state. Whenever any territory shall have obtained 
a population sufficient for the formation of a state 
government, and shall have formed a state constitu- 
tion and been admitted into the union as a state, then 
the responsibility of the federal government on the 
question of slavery for that territory and people, 
thus admitted as a state, ceases. Then say they who 
oppose the enactment of the Wilmot proviso, why 
not let the question alone, and leave it to the states 
and people themselves to determine whether the 
state shall be a slave state or a free state? This in- 
quiry and reasoning 13 suspicious and plausible; but 
the simplest examination on the principles of com- 
mon sense will show that it is unsound and false.— 
If left alone, slaves, more or less, will be carried to 
the new territory; and if the country, while it re- 
mains a territory, should be settled by a population 
holding slaves, the new and additional question of 
abolition is presented, and in order to get a free 
state, slavery must first be abolished. This embar- 
rassient in anew community, without means to in- 
demmily the owners, would be an obstacle almost 
insurmountable, and the new state would be very 
tar from being free to choose between becoming a 
free state or a slave state. On the contrary, if the 
country, while it remainsg territory shall be settled 
by a free population, from which slavery is exclud- 
ed—then, when a state government is formed, the 
state and the people would be unembarrassed by any 
pecuniary interests op questions of vested right, and 
be free to decide whether the state should be a free 
state or a slave state. in order, then, to secure this 
freedom of choice to the state and to the people, 
slavery must be excluded from the country while it 
shall be a territory, and until it shall become a state. 
But I will not pursue the subject now. 
obvious to all, as I think it will be acknowledged by 
all, that the character of the population in the ter- 
ritory will determine the character of the state, 
when that territory shall be erected into a state. If 
the territory has a slave population of only one fourth 
or one fifth of the whole number, it will be a slave 
state. Ifa free population while a territory, it will 
be a free state. Exclude slavery from a territory not 
within the limits of a state, and 1 am willing the ter- 
ritory shall determine for itself, when it becomes a 
state, what shall be ils character. Many of the 
states in which slavery existed when the union was 
formed, have abolished the institution. No instance 
of any one of the states from which slaves have been 
excluded, can be fuund where the state or the peo- 
ple have determined to introduce slavery. If con- 
gress shall refuse at this session to make this free 
principle a law, the arms of the republic will con- 
quer free teritory, upon which slavery will be plant- 
ed. | desire the adoption of the free principle, be. 
cause | believe it to be just to the free states—just 
tothe white men who fight our battles, and constitute 
the strength of the country in peace or war, because 
[ believe it to be consistent with the principles of 
our government, and because I believe it wil tend 
to improve the condition and character of labor in 
the whole country; and who will deny that ina re- 
public it would be one of the chief objects of govern- 


ment to elevate and dignify the condition and cha- | 


racter of labor? Uniess this measure shall be brought 
before the house by a commitiee, or in some other 
way,1 shail continue to urge the bill l proposed 
yesterday upon the attention of the house. 

Mr. George S. Houston here rose and said: Mr. 
Speaker, 1 think the gross fraud upon tho rules of 
this house just perpetrated requires some action.— 
[Cries of * order”—‘“‘order.”] 1 offer a resolution, 

The resolution was then read. 


It must be | 


Mr. Houston then remarked, that in order to pre 
vent him from being hereafter misunderstood, he in. 
tended to object to all applications for an opportuni 
ty to make personal explanations, in order to pre- 
serve the rules of the house from violation. 
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Macwetic TeL_ecrapas.—lmprovements contiou® 
to be announced. An Electric Telegraph Company» 
proprietors of Coke & Wheatstones’ patent, are about 
to adopt an improvement patented by Highton & Rug- 
by, which consists of substituting gold leaf, with a 
magnet placed near it, for the former coil of wire 
and magnetic needles. {tis represented as furnish- 
ing an apparatus costing not one twentieth of the 
price of the old;—as being more portable, can be 
carried about in the pocket, and applied in a few 
moments any where, for any temporary purpose. By 
a slight change of the keys or handles any number of 
signals may be made with each slip of gold leaf, 
which, being without weight or momentum, drops 
dead, without the oscillation, or swinging, which 
takes place with the needles. A battery of a single 
cell will work 100 miles of wire, and communica- 
tions may be made simultaneously to every point of 
the compass. It is even said to expedite the motion 
of the electric fluid,—which the inventors will par- 
don us for being a little skeptical about. 

The estimate of Professor Morse, presented to con- 
gress two years since when his project for a telegra- 
phic line between the capital and the city of Balti- 
more was before that body, was, that telegraphic 
| communications could be made at the rate of 30 let- 
ters per minute. ‘The anuual message of Governor 
Youna, to the legislature of New York, delivered on 
the Sth instant, was telegraphed from Albany to the 
city of New York in two hours and a half. I[t con- 
tained 25,000 letters, and averaged S3 letters per 
minute,—two instruments being used in the Albany 
office. 

The line of télegraph connecting Philadelphia with 
Pittsburg is in operation. Books are to be opened 
in a few days for subscription to the stock of a com- 
pany to connect Washington city with New Orleans, 
by a route through Charleston, 8. C. 

The Cincinnati Signal of the 29th ult. says: Mr. E. 
Case, jr., of this city, has effected a contract with 
Mr. Kendall and Wir. Smith, for the construction of 
a line of telegraph from Philadelphia, through Bal- 
timore, Washington, Pittsburg, Wheeling, Colum- 
bus, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Natchez and New Or- 
leans. The work will be commenced immediately, 

Dividends.—The N. York and Buffalo Magnetic 
Telegraph company have divided 3 per cent. for the 
five months, ending 7th February. This is the first 
magnetic dividend ever declared. The earnings of 
the line have been about $11,000 since 7th Sept., of 
which the expenses have absorbed about one third, 
Of this dividend the patentees get $2700, which may 
be considered the first practical result of this great 
discovery. 











Expiosives.—Professor Schonbein has addressed a 
letter from Bale, to the London Times, complaining 
that certain chemists both in England anc even in 
the French Academy, had declared his gun cotton to 
be no other than Branconnet’s and Pelouze’s Xyoloi- 
dine. He says the latter 1s readily soluble in acetic 
acid, aud form together a sort of varnish, whereas 
his own gun cotton exhibits its full weight and explo- 
sive form after being in contact for hours with the 
acid. He states that there are other proofs of a dif- 
ference, which he will hereafter explain. 

The explosive material has been employed with 
decided success in blasting rock, &c. 

We see an account given in the Paris Institute of 
| Science, of a pound of cotton in process of prepara- 
| on for an experiment in blasting at the quarries at 
|Isey. The cotton after being moistened, was placed 
| to dry neara stove, the door of the room being closed. 
| la the evening on entering the room with a lighted 
| candle, the moment the light fell upon the surround- 
| ing air the the cotton exploded, doing great damage. 
Some experienced chemists at Piiladelphia the 
| olber day, lifted and sligutly displaced the root of a 
| house in which they had placed nine ounces of cotton 
|to dry, after saturating it. The mild heat to which 
| it was subjected, or something else, occasioned it to 
| explode. 
| D. W. Fenner, of the Stockton artillery, and a vo- 





_lunteer nawed Brindle, of Danville, were amusing 
| themselves firing a pistol with gun cotton—the cot- 
It proposed that| ton prematurely exploded, killing Lewis Melisse, 


if twenty five members object to any personal ex- | aged about seventeen. 


planation it should be refused. 
Mr. Houston. 1 move to lay it upon the table. 


Professor Leiner, of South Carolina College, has 


addressed a jetier to the Palmetto Siate Banner, in 


The speader remarked that the resolution was not} which, after referring to Dr. Kilet’s having prepared 


jhen in order. 


| explosive cotton, in October last, immediately afier 
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reading of the German Professor’s discovery, he pro- 
ceeds to congratulate and moralize upon the effect of 
the discovery. 

“And now, Mr. Editor, let me congratulate you and 
all of us on this new discovery; not only in a pecuni- 
ary sense, because it may favorably affect our staple 
article—not only because the gun cotton will proba- 
bly make cheaper an exploding and projecting mate- 
rial of vast use in the world, (and whatever article 
of extensive application be. made cheaper, is so much 
gain for mankind,) but | believe we shall have rea- 
son tu congratulate ourselves in a higher sense. This 
gun cotton will greatly reduce the price of one of the 
chief materials used in war; it will, therefore, great- 
ly increase warlike destructivenese; and, so far as 
history teaehes us, we find that whatever has increas- 
ed the inte sity of martial destructiveness, be it by 
giving a more deadly power to the materials, by the 
increase of armies, by their greater moveability, or 
by the continuation of campaigas through all seasons, 
has always tended to shorten wars and promote 
peace. We know now of no seven years wars, thir- 
ty years wars, Peloponnesian wars. Gigantic wars 
are short, like violent fevers; sanguinary, teasing 
feuds, like festering cancers, and the everlasting in 
ternecine slaughters of the hunter tribes, keep whole 
continents unpeopled. 1 remember that a Prussian 
general, of the highest scientific standing, once said, 
in my hearing, ‘the time will come when a man will 
be uble to carry destruction to five hundred men in 
his waistcoat pocket, and then there will be peace on 
earth.” He was the same general who thought it 
not impossible to surround large cities, of such mo- 
ment, both in modern civilization and modern wars, 
with galvanic batteries of a magnitude that whole. 
battalions might be struck down at their approach as 
by concentrated lightning. Eminent philosophers 
have Jong thought that if guypowder were cheaper it 
might be advantageously used as a propelling power 
of machinery and railway cars. May not gun cotton 
prove an efficient agent of this sort, especially if we 
consider that the danger of guvpowder, and the diffi- 
culty of regulating successive explosions, must al- 
ways have proved great obstacles in the way of 
adopting it as a propelling agent?—difficuldes which 
gun gotton wall not offer. 

Copper Mines.—In Australia, near Mount Arden, 
and about 45 miles from the head of the gulf, a mouad 
has been discovered whichis said to be literally a 
mass of copper, which it would take ages to. remove! — 
The spot has been visited by the lieutenant Gover- 


nor. 

Roserr Burns, the poet, died on the 2ist July, 
1796. From October 1795, to January following, he 
was confined to the house,—complaining of *‘rheuma- 
tism, loss of appetite,” “deprived of refreshing sleep, 
dejected spirits.” He wrote to Thompson about the 
latter date, ‘I close my eyes in misery and open them 
witbout hope.” 


——————e! 


SuHakspeare’s Resipence, so long preserved as it 
was leit by the inimitavie writer, and visited by 
thousands every year, as a pilgrimage to the shrine 
of genius, is about to be sold at auction, in virtue of 
a decree to distribute the proceeds of the estate of the 
owner, lately deceased. 
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Vermont.— Congressional election.—on a third trial, 
under.the laws of this state, plurality of votes elect.— 
‘The election for the remaining vacancy in 4th district, 
come off on the 5th instant, and Lewis H. Peck, Esq, 
the nominee of the administration party was elected. 





Massacuuserrs.—Finances.—The annual report of 
the treasurer of the state was submitted to the legisla- 
ture last week. The actual revenue of the year is over 
$14,000 more than the ordinary expenditures; and there 
remains a balance of cash on hand of $8,658 57, after 
having paid the balance of money borrowed in 1845, 
which was due in January, 1846, say $36,800, together 
with the note to the Pheeaix Bank of $6,000, and the 
remainder of the five per cent. debt of 1842, amounting 
to $37,140. ‘I'he commonwealth now appears to be out 
of bebt, except on account of its subscription to the 
western railroad of $1,000,000, due in 1357, and its 
loans to varivus railroad corporations of about $5,000,.- 


Marriage statistics——The report of the secretary of 
state shows, that during. 1546 there took place in the 
state exelusive of Boston, 5,263 marriages, being 400 
more than in 1845, Between bachelors and maids, 
the number of marriages was 3,831. Widowers and 
maids 503; widowers and widows, 215, In the matter 
of ages, it was difficult to find out all the facts. 694 
women are put down as “the age not stated.” ‘There 
were 66 young men under 20 married—half of them to 
women under 20. 


New Yorx.—State .—Thie comptroller’s: re- 
port of this state has been published, and we present, in a 
condensed for:n, all its essential statements in regard to 
the state finances, The new constitution. made it ne- 
cessary to haye an immediate appropriation for the pay- 
ment of the ordinary current demands on the treasury 
as well as for the interest On loans, &c. The general 
fund is that on ‘which the ordinary expenses of thie go- 
vernment are charged. Duritig the last fiseal*year the 
total sum charged on that fund was $1,223,816; and its 
receipts were $1,137,346, showing a deficit in receipts | 
to pay expenses of $36,470. The sum annually appro- | 
priated to the purposes of education is $453,970; and the. 
amount pajd Jast year, out.of the revenue of the United | 
States deposit fund, was $246,308; the actual arquunt of 
iat revenue was $276,668. The following annual pay- 
ments which have hitherto been madé, will cease under 
the new constitution— 


W.. Seminary $2,300 
University of N. Y. 6,000: 
Geneva. College 6,000. 
Hasnilton: College, 3,000, 
Albany Medical College 1,000 
N. Y. Eye Infirmary 1,000 
Geneva Med. School 1,000 


The Canat Funns, consisting of the canals them: 
anlves, and the revenue derived from them, are thus set 
orth— 


Eris Canal ‘“ ee uw. Tolls for year, 
rie Cana ',143.789 & , 

Erie enlargement 12,989,851 76 ; $2,492,380 34 
Champlaia Canal 1,257,604 26 114,169 05. 
Oswego Canal 565,537 25 60,101 35 
Cayuga and Seneca Canal 237,000 00 29,395 23 
Crooked Lake Canal 156.776 00 1,846 37 
Chemung Canal 648,600 58 15,862 99 
Chenango Canal 2,420,000 00 25,573 76 
Black River Canal 1,565,000 00 

Genesee Valley Canal 3,885,000. 00 24,182 60 
Oneida Lake Canal 59,000 00 602 41 


Oneida River improvement 69,276 13 


$30,987,335 94 $2,764,121 10 
The annual interest on the cost of the 
canals ($30,987,335 94) at 53 per cent, 
the average paid on the present debt, is 
‘The net revenue from all the state ca- 
nals, after deducting the expenses of col- 
lection and superintendence, is 





$1,704,298 48 


$2,156,496 75 


Excess of revenue beyond 54 per cent. $452,197 27 

This shows that the canal system, taken as a whole, 
has for the last year, yielded a revenue beyond the ex- 
pense of 118 maintenance, nearly equal to seven per cent. 
on the capital expended. 

The state has issued stock. and loaned. it to railroad 
companies to the amount of $5,228,700— of which there 
has fallen on the treasury the sum of $3,515,700. This 
makes the aggregate amount vested in canal improve- 
ments, $34,503,030. 


The pir&ct DEBT of the state, Sept. 30, 1846, and the 
annual interest accruing thereon, is thus set forth— 
Debts of the several canals. 





Principal. Tnterest. 
At 5 per cent. $11,515,897 57 $575,794 88 
At 6 per cent. 1,781,682 00 106,906 92 
AtT per cent. 2,647,136 00 255,299 52 





Ss 


$933,001 32 
331,738 09 


$16.944,815 57 
5,992,840 82 


Total debts of canals 
Treasury debt 





Aggregate $22,937,656 39 $1,269,739 41 

If the canal s'nking fund provided by the constitution 
starts with the debt as it stood October 1, 1846, it will 
pay the debt in eighteen years, leaving a surplus of $95,- 
000 on the Ist of January, 1865. The comptroller says 
that the new constitution furnishes a guaranty against a 
great debt in future. 

The Hudson and Berkshire Railroad company have 
given notice that the interest due January Ist, on $150,- 
000 state stock loaned, will not be paid. It willbe paid, 
however, out of the treasury. ‘This defalcation adds 
$150,000 to the direct debt of the state and $135,000 of 
interest. The sinking funds provided by the_constitu- 
tion, are not sufficient to pay the principal of the state 
debt as it falls due and hence there will be a large ac- 
cumulation of the aggregate sum, being interest on the 
deficits. The interest on deficiencies in paying the 

Canal debt is $2,397,893 

General Fund debt 2,900,250 

Cost of deferring the debt 5,298,143 

In paying the treasury and canal debt by the applica- 

tion of the sinking funds, there will be drawn from the 

revenues of the canals during the next 22§ years, the 
following sums. 





Principal. Interest. Total. 
For pay- 
ment of 
canal 
debis $16,944,815 57 $10,518,184 29 $27,462,999 86 
do trea’y 
debt 5,885,549 24 6,703,708 64 12,589,257 88 





$22,830,364 81 $17,221,892 93 $40,052,257 74 





_ The above sum of forty millions of dollars, does not 
include the contingent sums to railroads, ($1,713,000) no: 





the increase of the general fund debt of $107,000 00, 


with interest on this sum for 22. years. 
The preceding statement shows, that du- 

ring the 223, years, the state must pay 

an peconnt of, aye est for money bor- ety 

rowed, the sum o 221,0 
There haa been paid for intereston the _ ° ' mn Me 

canal debt, from 1817, to September 

30:h, 1846, 29 years 13,833,566 99 
Add paynients of interést on railroad 

stocks, from 1842 to Sept. 30th, 1846, $29,770 6) 
And it makes a total paid and to be paid. 

for interest, of $31,985,230 44 
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canal corporations; the second column the sum borrow. 
ed for the ordinary support of the | 
the stock issued to John Jacob Astor; the third columa 
shows the amount of unrédeemed stock issued on ac. 
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goes into. an argument against the 

for the protection of the public 
y 2s great thankfulness for thie proy;. 
sions of the new constitution upon this point. 
funds will pay the 


The two 


debt due in 1847 and leave 
8 of $374 521; besidés the tenth-of-a-mill tay 
to $52,217. In the years 1848 and 1849, there 
will: be a.deficiency of $2,393,949. 
ion and progress of the state debt.is set forth 
st. column, shows the 
loaned to rajlroad and 


government, inchudj 


Contingent Gen. fund Canal Aggregate 
Year. debt. debt. debt. 8 de by 
1837 810,000 978,032 6,166,082 7,954 114 
1838. 1,497,700 1,148,032 9,308,120 11,953,825 
1839 1,847,700 1,392,217 10,785,610 14,025 738 
1840 2,845.7700 1,412,961 14,126,647 18,335,308 
1841 4,235,700 1,418,878 16,306,374 21,960,952 
1842 1,720,000 5,559,805 19,574,392 2685419 
1843. 1,720,006 5 423.495 20892324  27,535.739 
1844 1,720,000 6 634,507: 20,713,905 28,063,413 
i345 «1,713 009 5,895,549 19,690,020. 27,288,560 
1846 1,713,000 5,992,840  17,028.240 24,734,090 


_ The paymentfrom the treasury to enforce the execys 
tion of the laws are as follows— 


Columbia county $33,412 26 
Delaware county 76,492 36 
$109,904 62 


Besides the above sum paid by the state there has been 
allowed to the: sheriffs of ‘five counties, and charged to 
those counties, the sum of $18,800 33. 

Under a law passed in 1833, there has been paid from 
the treasury, asa bounty on sak, coal, gypsum, &c. the 
total sum of $413,414 16. 

The net proceeds of the tax of six months of a mill, are 
given at $349,302 15. 


Temperance siatisties.—The distilleries of New York 
and Brooklyn cities now. consume about éight. thousand 
bushels of qin daily, or upwards of two and a \alf 

ons of wuiskey, amounting, at thirty two 
cents a gallon, to about two and a half millions of dol- 


Finding treasure.—Lately on Staten Island,a:German 
to work ina field. 
laborer turned up something that 
had the appearance of a brass medal or copper coin; 


While prose 


but which on examination proved to be an English gold 
coin of the last century. He immediately inforined his 
employer of his good luck, who, suspecting that more 
might be found, invented some.exeuse for placing the 
German laborer in another part of the field. He, how- 
ever, having suspicion of his employer’s good faith, co? 
municated, the facts to an acquaintance 1n_ this cily, the 
result of which was a plan to search the ground. They 
were successful. The German with a large amount of 
treasure, immediately started for the West, where its 
probable he will secure for himself a farm, and wit! It 
competence fur life. [N. ¥. Sun. 





lature of Penns 
In the senate 
was elected president; and in the 
(whig,) of Adams county, was elected speaker. 

Gov. Shunk’s message was sent in on Wednesday, 
and is an interesting document. 

The following is an exhibit of the state debt, on the }s 
December last, as appears from the report of the auditor 


| 
Mr. 


ouse 


Interest on certificates, to August 1, 1845, 


PENNSYLVANIA.— Message of Gov. Shunk.—The legis 
nia metin Harrisburg on Monday. 
Gibbons, (whig)) of Philadelphia, 

Mr. Cooper, 


general: 

Total fund debt $39,858,970 52 
Relief notes in circulation 1,081,664 09 
Interest certificates, outstanding 703,810 68 
Interest certificates unclaimed 4,433 II 


when funded 44,423 21 
Domestic creditors 96,275 47 
es 


Total public debt on the Ist of December, 
1845, $40,789,577 0 
Being $196,816 22 less than it was on the Ist of De 

cember, 1845. 





Devaware.— The legislature, assembled at Dover 
the 5th instant. , 
T'te Senaie.—Dr. Wm. W. Morris, was.elected spes*’ 





at arms. 


er. John M. Patterson, clerk; John Elligood, serge” 


Frederic 
Harford 
Caroline 
Baltimo 
Washin 
Montgo; 
Allegan 
Carroll « 


Total at 
Majorit} 


TENN 
Monitor 


 tisfactor 


Wisco 


: ty Whig 
| mittee of 
» gin into t 


committe 
conventi 
The ex 
the prop. 
1. The 
ry, and t 
vernmen 
2 Le 
Yiding t 
3. Whe 
the Unite 
The a 
limits of 
miles—ec 
larger by 
slates. 
The ec 
territory s 
Bippi Riv 
tain Islar 
Where the 


B thence di 
) (northeas 


striking s 


S4pon the 


main cha 
Superior. 


| cmc 
T 


Ta T 
China to 
ends the | 


Lo the 1s1 
To the Is 


S 
38,670 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. cepting their communications. After realizing hi - a rom rs 

On Thursday, the mail brought us the Washing- | ticipated success against them, by cutting ak to esieanen tie avin! t or Pet Nos, 
ton Union, containing the substance of information | detail, he was then to advance on Monterey, &c. &c. | advance of the wagons Seheatan bes Colburn, in 
; é jast Compa. 
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and despatches received at the department of war | These announcements are now proved to be prematnre | ' = 
from the Rio Grande. The latest from Gen. Tay- | °"4 things are now proceeding in their former train} + a traders which left Independence. On th, 
lor, was to the 14th December. He was to leave accelerated a little by the alarm which has just subsided. | yi .p we pe anceps we a severe storm of snow Fier 
for Victoria next day. In consequence of the ex-| Maj. Butler was in Monterey on the 23d ult. at the OT ce ene But: Cher were ‘abi, 
i Py: to supply themselves, at Moro, and woul “ 
press received from Gen. Worth on the 16th, Gen. | time Gen. Taylor was encamped there. Col. Har- | into Santa Fe. The United S wourd get safeiy 
Taylor was known to be countermarching his forces, | "€y Was in thatcity, on his way to Saltillo. Every | it is said move a w vicars 2:95:4 or wosintapaapory 
but had not reached Monterey. The several divi- thing seemed satisfactory, regarding the conduct of | loss of animals wal oh on naerit gC pnow and the ee 
sions of the army were hasiening to sustain General | inhabitants, as to peace and tranquillity. One regi-| get the wagon alo ‘A tae Meee xe bo aa 
Worth at Saltillo. ment, it is presumed, will be sufficient to form its | seeing tha Hae. t viee meneiens citizen, Fits 
A letter from Major General Scott, now com- | 6@frison. for the want of = thy had the Rovernment’s agent bill, wa 
manding all the land forces in Mexico, dated Decem- Marcu or Troops, &c. Onhis way from Monte- | loan Major Walker ano the 21s 
ber 28th, from Brazos Santiago, states that he should | "ey to Camargo, Major Butler met the Kentucky | sand dollars at an ieeleut at aad ae numbe 
leave the next day via Matamoros and Camargo, in| mounted riflemen, with Gen. Marshall at their head, | month.” prrredet fopre 2 peated ged, De which 
search of official news, by which he should be go- | 2nd one ! > Ohio regiments—both corps on their which | 
verned accordingly. Referring to the reports of the | W4y to the former place. M increas 
movement of the enemy, he states that, in the mean- GEN. Scorr. Qn the Ist inst., on his way down The gonaink 8 noche ee: Monterey for Victoria. decisiot 
time, events may take him to Monterey; and that the Rio Grande, a day’s distance from Camargo d wt a renee SHOW Te GR potitions $ ame 
ti y; 1G » | made at the date thereof: : 
if Santa Anna be on the offensive, he must be re- eneral Scott was met, proceeding upward, on the rious q! 
pulsed,” &c. steamboat Corvette. Hise aye anes he passed 
: : » Army © upali 
THE REPORTED ADVANCZ OF SanTA ANNA ON “a ap yy pyclewsies Sonate: I Thee h in reer Mexico, wae 10, 18k nor 
- } : ; e 4th infantry is detached from the at : 
SALTILLO CONTRADICTED. [HE REMAINS OT THE DEAD. The Alabama brought | sion and wi Ast divi. for thei 
: ; ma ‘ ‘ ith peo ; or 
We were hurrying much of the details given in the remains of a number of our ga!lant officers, | the garrison of the endaek, witch wilnees anaes A $3,0 
the Union, as mentioned above, into type, when an- | @mongst them those of Watson, Ridgely, Holmes, | soon as practicable; the scorers din, aera. eret ser 
other mail, Friday morning's, brought us a sud—|&c-, an account of which will be given hereafter. | his reports to Major General Butler's headg ate professi 
! 
: vere US Sranigiort Aled inet Alabama left Braz THE REPORTED CALIFORNIA MassacRE ding to of. ve Dinice ate coegeream,” Tuy Maryland pao 
; : ‘ 5 aba os}. - LIFORNIA J cRE, according to of- | and District ot ton ie. likews fication 
Ty! on the 3rd, and reached New Orleans on the 7th ficial accounts published in the Mexican ppers, signed | tached from the vo unre battalion Je likewise de. early di 
hi inst. Major Butler, U.S. Army, who left Parras, ose Col. J. tee pbs wares addressed to the gov. of Sonora, | Gen, Quitman. will report to Brig, i rebruar 
uy where Gen. Wool’s division then lay in good health 1 a egy gg asmall matter. It appears from} |], [he 7th infantry aed 2 companies of : 
{ one + gies on the 17th ult., and eyes the whole ~ On the 23d September, the citizens of Los Angelos and riflemen in Monterey are attached to the 1st division ; 
i, ine of present exciting operations, urnishes au-| ite vicinity met, proclaimed liberty from the Areriean which will be recognized as follows: 3 brigade up- 
+e thentic and the latest intelligence. — ‘ ’ rule, and placed Fiorez at their head. Strife ensued, der Colonel Harney—tight company C, 3d artillery; os i 
ti General Worth on the 16:h ultimo received in-| and actions took place on the 26th and 27:h in the vicinity, | company B, C, D, and EB, 2d dragoons; the 2d inf. : ae 
ai: formation from the two scuuts that the Mexican| in. which the Americans were routed, 27 of them mace | try to joi M . tae in’ane BB last rema 
: | scl ; y to Join at Monte Morales; 3u milantr 4th b 
it Generaleiu-chief had left San Luis Potosi, at the | Prisoners and 3 were wounded—none killed. The Mex-|gade, under Col. Smith—company E 3 Ves, Mypresards & 
t head of a body of 15,000 cavalry, with the inten- | 1°78 had one killed. ee mounted riflemen; Ist and 7th iMaptry; the remee. guictoria, 
if f divisi Saltil The conquerors then laid siege to the city—and on]; P and 7th infantry; the remain. i 
ES tion to fall on the American division at Saltillo, h : a 'y—al ing companies of the 2dd : ed with a 
; . .-’ | the 30th it capitulated ‘The treaty of capitulation at P { the <d dragoons will be assigned 
H which he imagined he could easily crush. After this, = -- | when they shall termande 
Hs he proposed attacking Gen’! Wool, and if similar eee was not half as tormal and minute as this HL Tie oe ae the first divisi las will be 
are . a 4 . ‘ ; 
Hs success atlended him, to repair to Monterey and . Co ew: : sited will be held P d plone apg ten organized, Union. * 
ah capture ordestroy the magazines and public stores Kiarieat ” Goin me oy Arcl bold rh 4 inst., in the d aah ye i ae we dew 
a! , ' commander, on rcehibale rillespee * € direction of Victoria. ‘ 
fi which lay there. By Worth, =. ese — eg 99! by agg Pt aoe Gil Chitre— ons The field division organised, in order No. 108 “ ares 
t more importance to the report than it seemed to} Surgeon, with the rank of | ajor—and Lieut. D. Miguel! of August 2xth, is brok : ) Loniucks se te 
4, merit, forthwith despatched expresses to Generals} Prior. [The Doctor in this case we presume to be sur- peaimante will fepeat ‘g Melor General Bitiy dil pave Been 
Me Taylor, Wooland Butler,acquainting them with what | geon Edward Gilchrist, of the U. S. sloop of war Ports-|ths 1st ‘'ennessee, Geor < and Missi vey pampico. 
‘7 h ing i irely I t -,| mouth.] Capt. Gillespee bound himself to retire with ver ; grins wee FOG 01 
i e had heard, leaving it entirely to them to act In ments, will be held ints. 
i, pc Paea a a all his torce to the port of San Pedro, thence to embark | the orders Bri eld ready to march as above under 
tt ate . é , for Monterey, (California,) remaining in San Pedrono| yay le Gen. Quitman. 
‘ An express overtook Gen. Taylor a short distanc ie . v7 z 
st ¢ M Pp ertoo nh. bay!o ' NCE | longer than might be necessary to make all needful - the troops will carry 4 days rations in their 0 : 
k rom Monterey, on the route to Victoria. He im-| preparations for departure. Art. 1, stipulates for their haversacks and 200 rounds of ammunition, per man, tion.” | 
ii mediately returned to his encamping ground, near| retiring with the honors of war, with their arms and of which 40 will be taken in their boxes—the regu- Union, ! 
1 a ay with the whole of his division, and then pt we property: s+ » gives them the mounted lation allowance of transport, one wagon for eack a sat 
t) waited further advices. Afterremaining three days, | @ttillery then in Los Angelos to aecompany them to | company, and such allow menting tha 
At during which he received information of the ieee on there to be restored ye the moumenn be found necessary. NT ae prio hy 
ue fabsitan® ithe renort of &e ‘ exchange of prisoners, restoration of property, d&c. VI. Ther ; , estined fo: 
; S fer bh gral anta Anna’s advance) @ The terms of the capitulation would seem to 1 6 Fegular general hospitals in tows will te as effecte 
on Saltillo, he again took up he line of march, and | jaye been religiously observed till the time for em- consolidated into one, to be under charge of Surgeon 
. age onward to Victoria. Meanwhile, Gen’l.| parkation arrived. Then the complaints of the Mex- Jarvis; the following assignments of medical officers te 
: ool, who had been informed of the rumor current} icans begin. Col. Segura says that the guns which are made and will go into immediate effect: Surgeon e : oe 
f at Saltillo, called in all his detached commands, and | should have been restored were ail spiked; that arms M’Ciaren to the 7th infantry; Ass’t Surgeon Byrne, if of his, 
i at the head of his division, 3000 strong, quitted Par- | Suould wave been surrendered; that the American ves- | 4th intautry; Ass’t Surgeon Wills, mounted riflemen; r A 
ii rason the 18ih uliimo, and by arrangements pre- sel off the port sent her boats ashore with a force of Ass’t Surgeon Byrne will also peiforum the duly of ber G 
: viously made, was to enter Saltillo, on the 23rd three hundred men, besides the force which had cupitula- | medical purveyor in Monterey; Ass’t Surgeon Madi- e Intellig 
at farthest, pushing forward with all practicabie ted, and maintained a permanent occupation of the }son will accoupany the medical director dical pe tet 
speed. town. a gt bgnomig s this, Col. Segura goes on purveyor on the march Poe yoann A rapid 
’ : to say that the troops of Sonora continue to be anima- of Mai ’ lo; and, if 
nen had paeny Pepeai ree from | ted with the same enthusiasm for the liberties of the oy Seve ake General Tartor: Paras. 
y- UPING Sis time SHS intelligence of the country as heretofore. We give the Mexicans the ben- [Signe - ‘J W. W. 5S. BLISS. eans of ju 
reported advance of Santa Anna had reached other | «fit of their own version of these affairs. In pursuance of the above orders the aamy had elf d 
more distant points of the line of occupation; and marched from Monterey, and General ‘Taylor was en Bie 
troops, already under orders to march toward Mon-| g roule for Victoria. F my 
. ! ANTA ANNA ELECTED PresipENT oF Mexico.— ree Saltill 
~s a, “a7? eT oi apr Ww Havana papers of the 7th inst., received by the U. ree) ts eneral Qu 
‘ eer a the ai pa cena orth, 00 |S, steamer Mississippi, contain a decree of the Mex- Tue Licur. Generar. The bill reported by Mr. fered Lo ¢ 
ena i cco fog od gy Por = improba-| jean congress issued on the 23d December, declar- Dix, from the military committee, authorizing the on with G 
Ht seer promiiaity® to "Saltillo fromthe sbellewing General Santa Anna provisional president, and Va- Torreday and F ae. an officer, was debated of Bape! Tas Ic 
did i. y , $|Lentin Gomez Farias provisional vice president of | 7 UUFSC8y ane & riday. Mr. Maneoum, as a test ques BWiggs's i 
i vist: The distance between San Luis de Po‘asi and tr tha ye tae ph accor sapdcnnsane yey ike leat est elles. reodhara rnteRbontrscye se a EN 
1 sen Se  Potasi and | sident elect, the vi . ; ent to rejection) which motion prevailed, — 28, Be! 
i calc was to'pen t Sona the pouty othe |aant et Poe cola alle [oye aie oe 
| Hi ares ine arpe 8 rey Ansetinal hie cp agandd , a — B. therefore settled by decided ma HW position, 
Pearae pare for his reception. 2dly. The ground between the Curmuanva—A despatch is published from Gov. nee gliadin oe ailable for 
Veh two cities is extremely bare of vendre, or other means Angel Trias, dated the 20th of November, in which| Tue Orecon Territory BILL, has brought up the re despat 
3H i of subsistence for man and beast—90 miles of which, as he announces that on the day previous a body of 480 | question on slavery, in full biast, in the house of re Pops from | 
F is well known, being an arid desert, divested of foun- | troops, part infantry and part cavalry, with four light | presentatives, where a very exciting debate 1s now Person to 
hi hesid afford ae i oe nr ge of "apt pieces of artillery, left Chihuahaa for El Paso del | going on. The amendment offered by Mr. Burt, of teably to 
if bensdes aurding not the least chance of getting lod oF Norte, under the commandof Lieut. Col. Cuilty, |S. C., proposing to extend the Mis m promise Neral ‘l'ay 
‘ jodder, being almost uninhabited, throughout us wide! with hai &e. f T Da nif suri comp le tt j 
Mf estant, with provisions, &c. for one month, hose forces line to the Pacific, on the parallel of the 36°, was ae 
. The report of the Mexican scouts, however, is said to — _—_- El tenes 600 rower poeta “eee rejected last evening,—ayes 82, nays 113. — T 
have been corroborated, by information received at ONG LAS WAWS WETOND PFOOTSE BRS) HSS Se attempt othe Way to 
Saluilo, in a letter from an English merchant at San to surprise General Kearney, who was. then with Wuaters. News was received at New Jondon a despaie! 
Luis de Potosi, who stated that Santa Anna had posi- 'a small force at Cobre,near two hundred miles north | Monday, from two hundred whale ships in the Pacific P'’4l of Ge 
tively left that city, at the head of a numerous body of | of that point. All classes of the citizens took part Ocean, which has been long wished for. We tiave 00 led conee; 
the details, but fair success and no disasters, we uncer” ’PS Upon t 
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stand, is the amount of the news. 


Mr. Cray, at present in New Orleans, has written 
to a member of the legislature now in session, express'Y 
deem the use of his name for the vacancy in ‘he 

nited States senate that will occur by the voluntaly 
retirement of Mr. Morehead, whose term expires 0 
the 4th March next. 


civalry. Even now, in these parts of Mexico occupied | in celebrating the departure of these troops. 
by ovr troops, it is admitied that Santa Anna is out 
with a considerable mounted force, but with objects far | 
difierent trom those attributed to him by the scouts. | 
It was stated in the letter above alluded to, that the | 
Mexicans’ intentions were to hurry forward, and occupy 
the only practicable pass in the mountans, lying between 
the divsiong of Generals Worth and Wool, thus inter- 











“ARMY OF THE NORTH.” 

Santa FE.—Letters to the 15th of November, a 
St. Louis, detailing all the movements previous to 
that date. No allusion is made to the reported de- 
feat of the sixty dragoons. 
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